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Nasrallah thanks God for martyrdom of son 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Hizboliah leader Sheikh Hassaii Nasrallah said 
Saturday he thanked God for the “martyrdom" of his 1 8-year-old 
son, Khadi, who was killed in a clash with Israeli soldiers in south 
Lebanon. “He freely chose to join the special forces of the Islamic 
resistance. The only influence his mother and I had was that we had 
no objection," said Sheikh Nasrallah, 37. “Israel should not take any 
satisfaction from the death of my son because he fell in combat at 
the forefront of the battle against the occupiers,*’ added Sheikh Nas- 
rallah. Khadi’s body was taken by Israeli soldiers and deposited at 
the Marjayoun hospital morgue inside the self-declared Israeli 
“security zone" in south Lebanon. Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik 
Harin has sent Sheikh Nasrallah a message of condolence over the 
diath of his son, according to Lebanese television reports. 
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Zeroual to visit Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — Algerian President Liamine Zer- 
oual will pay a three-day visit to the Kingdom as of 
Monday, Sept. 15, according to a communique issued 
by the Royal Court. The Algerian president’s visit is 
in response to an invitation extended to him by his 
Majesty King Hussein. Mr. Zeroual, left Saturday for 
a rare foreign visit heading for Damascus where he is 
due to stay until Monday, officials said. He is sched- 
uled to bold talks with his Syrian counterpart Hafez 
Assad before travelling on to Amman. 
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Price: Jordan 200 fils 


Albright expected to press GCC 
not to boycott MENA conference 


Combined agency' 
dispatches 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright arrived 
Saturday in Saudi Arabia, 
the key U.S. ally in the 
Gulf, where she is due to 
hold talks with King Fahd, 
a U.S. diplomat said. 

Ms. Albright, making her 
first official visit to the 
Middle East, was wel- 
comed on her arrival at Jed- 
dah airport in the west of 
the kingdom by Saudi For- 
eign Minister Prince Saud 
A1 Faisal. 

She is due to meet both 
King Fahd and Crown 
Prince Abdullah Ben 
Abdul Aziz and will then to 
go the southwestern town 
of Abda Sunday for discus- 
sions with the foreign min- 
isters of the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC). 

Gulf diplomats say she is 
expected to press GCC 
members Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
and the United .Arab Emi- 
rates f UAE j to take part in a 
regional economic confer- 
ence in the Qatari capital 
Doha in November. 

Saudi .Arabia and the 
UAE have announced their 
intention to boycott the 
Middle East and North 
.Africa economic confer- 
ence because Israel is due 
to take parr. 

The U.S. has been seek- 
ing the support of Arab 
countries for the Doha con- 
ference, particularly after 
Saudi Arabia said it will not 
attend. 

Asked if it would be pru- 
dent to postpone the Doha 
conference because of the 
lack of peace progress, Ms. 
Albright said: “The Doha 
conference is important in 
itself. It is in the interest of 
the region to be pan of the 


global economy.” 

“The Doha conference is 
not a favour to anyone. It is 
a favour to all the people of 
the region. The people of 
the region can gain from 
breaking down barriers.” 
she said. 

Her talks with Saudi offi- 
cials are also expected to 
focus on the collapsing 
Middle East peace process 
as well as bilateral ties, 
which have been rattled by 
two anti-U.S. bombings in 
the kingdom over the past 
two years. 

Ms. Albright arrived in 
the region on Wednesday 
on a mission to save the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
process but left Israel on 
Friday saying there was 
still a long way to go. 

She is due to leave Saudi 
Arabia on Sunday for Jor- 
dan and will return to the 
United States on Monday. 


Earlier on Saturday, 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said he saw 
“encouraging'’ signs in 
efforts by Ms. Madeleine 
/Mbright’s to revive Pales- 
rinian-Israeli peace talks, 
despite her own comments 
that there is still a long way 
to go. 

“What she has achieved 
was not expected... It is 
encouraging and gives hope 
to future trips,” Mr. 
Mubarak told a joint news 
conference with Ms. 
Albright after more than 
two hours of talks. 

He said the Palestinians 
mistakenly had great expec- 
tations before Ms. Albright 
launched her maiden trip to 
the Middle East, which 
coincides with the four- 
year anniversary of the 
signing of the Oslo peace 
accords on Sept. 13, 1993. 

“The Palestinians are in 


their most difficult situa- 
tion. They were very upset 
and they had big hopes for 
this visit. We did not have 
big hopes but we expected 
the gate to be opened’* Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

“I think that after the 
meeting to be held in Wash- 
ington. the situation will be 
much easier to proceed for- 
ward with the peace 
process,” Mr. Mubarak 
said. 

He was referring to Ms. 
Albright’s announcement 
Friday, wrapping up her 
visit to Israel and the Pales- 
tinian territories, that Israeli 
and Palestinian officials 
would resume discussions 
this month in Washington. 

However she said “big 
steps" were still necessary. 
“The United States cannot 

(Continued on page 7) 




QUEEN NOOR BIDS FAREWELL TO MOTHER TERESA: Indian and foreign dignitaries listen to a sermon 
during the funeral service for Mother Teresa whose body can be seen In the foreground Saturday. They are from 
left; Indian Prime Minister Inder Kumar Gujral and wife Shiela. President Jerry Rawlings of Ghana, Queen Fabi- 
ola of Belgium, Her Majesty Queen Noor, Bernadette Chirac, wife of the French President, Hillary Clinton, wife of 
the U.S. President, Aline Chretien, wife of Canadian Prime Minister, Sonia Gandhi, Italian bom widow of assassi- 
nated Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and Britain’s Duchess of Kent (Reuters photo) 

Millions of mourners bid 
farewell to Mother Teresa 


Egy ptian President Hosni Mubarak shakes bands with US. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright at the Ras A1 Teen Palace in Alexandria Saturday. Mr. Mubarak 
said that Ms. Albright's visit was encouraging and there were signs that the Middle 
East peace process could move forward (Reuters photo) 


CALCUTTA (AFP) — 
Almost a million mourners, 
including scores of world 
leaders, bade farewell to 
Mother Teresa on her final 
journey through the rain- 
drenched streets of Calcutta 
Saturday as India held a 
state funeral for the “Saint 
of the Gutters.” 

Pope John Paul II, in a 
message read at the mass 
by his envoy Cardinal 
Angelo Sodano, said: 
“Mother Teresa lit a flame 
of love. It is up to us to keep 
it burning.” 

But the poorest of the 


poor, left bereft by the 
death of the diminutive 
Catholic missionary who 
died Sept. 5 aged 87 com- 
plained they had been side- 
lined in the ceremonies. 

A day of high public emo- 
tion climaxed when Mother 
Teresa was buried quietly 
by her order in a private 
ceremony in the Spartan 
side-alley Mother House, 
where she lived. 

Gurkha soldiers outside 
fired a 32-round rifle salute 
and four rcd-turbaned mili- 
tary buglers sounded the 
last post after receiving a 


signal that the burial was 
over. 

The almost day-long state 
funeral was marked by mil- 
itary pomp, an outpouring 
of affection and inter-reli- 
gious harmony. 

Police said close to one 
million people watched as 
Mother Teresa’s body, in an 
open coffin, was borne 
slowly from St Thomas’ 
Church to the Netaji Stadi- 
um where the world's VIPs 
paid homage. 

Mother Teresa's gnarled 
hands were clasped around 
a wooden rosary, her trade- 


mark blue-edged white sari 
half covered with the Indian 
tricolour flag. 

“Mother you loved us and 
suffered with us,” read a 
huge banner carried by stu- 
dents behind the cortege. 

An Indian military escort, 
in red turbans, rode in open 
jeeps before the gun car- 
riage on the five-kilometre 
journey to the sports stadi- 
um where world leaders 
waited to pay tribute at the 
funeral mass. 

The crowd of hundreds of 

(Continued on page 12) 


Israel bars Islam’s Athan Israel tries to raise stakes in 
in Hebron for ‘Sabbath’ Lebanon with military attack 


HEBRON (AFP) — The 
Israeli army barred Islamic 
clergy in the West Bank town 
of Hebron from making the 
daily call to prayer on Satur- 
day so as not to disturb the 
Sabbath of Jewish settlers, 
officials said. 

Fawzi Khatib, the prayer 
leader at the Cave of the 
Patriarch. Hebron's main 
holy site sacred to Muslims 
and Jews, said the army 
would not allow him to make 
the call to prayer by loud- 
speaker Saturday at dawn. 

“1 w as told that 1 could not 
disturb the settlers on Sab- 
bath because it is sacred. .As 
if the call to (Muslim! prayer 
is not sacred." Mr. Khatib 
told the Palestinian news 


agency WAFA. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority lodged a formal 
complaint on the matter to 
Israeli authorities, said the 
head of religious affairs in 
Hebron, Sal ah Natsheh. 

“This is a bad precedent. 
They have never done this 
before,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Jewish settlers 
attempted to force their way 
into a religious affairs min- 
istry office in Hebron, locat- 
ed near one of their enclaves, 
a Palestinian security official 
said. 

Employees in the office 
became embroiled in shov- 
ing matches and arguments 
with the settlers, who were 
then forced to leave by Israeli 


soldiers, said the official, a 
Palestinian member of the 
security liaison with the 
Israeli army. 

In Jewish tradition, Satur- 
day is a day of complete rest 
when die faithful perform no 
work and devote the day to 
studying religious texts. 

Because of Sabbath. Israeli 
officials could not be reached 
to confirm either incident. 

Some 400 Jewish settlers 
live in Hebron's Old City, 
meters away from the Tomb 
of the Patriarch, where both a 
mosque and synagogue are 
located, among 11,000 
Palestinians in the fifth of 
Hebron still under Israeli 
armv control. 


Mutawi hails Albright efforts; says she 
will inaugurate ‘humanitarian’ project 




By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordon Times 

AMMAN — U S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright will arrive here 
Sunday where she will brief 
His Majesty King Hussein 
on the outcome of her 
meetings with Palestinian, 
Israeli and Syrian leaders, a 
go\emmcni spokesman 
Said. 

Speaking to reporters fol- 
lowing the Cabinet's week- 
ly session. Minister of State 
for Information Affairs 
Samir Mutawi said the 
American envoy succeeded 
in achieving a breakthrough 
during her shuttle between 
Israef and the Palestinian 


self-rule areas. 

“Personally. 1 am com- 
fortable.” said Dr. Mutawi, 
“I think we have to admit 
that there are some positive 
signs that have come out 
from (her) talks,” the minis- 
ter said, referring to Ms. 
Albright's talks with Israeli 
Prime* Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat. 

“Ms. Albright’s positive 
statements made it clear 
that she had a very compre- 
hensive perspective on the 
way that would revive the 
peace process,” the minister 
added. 

Dr. Mutawi added that the 
success of Ms. Albright was 
obvious in convincing the 


Palestinian and Israeli 
negotiators to meet next 
week in Washington as a 
step forward to resume the 
peace talks, adding that 
“these efforts would give 
impetus to the peace 
process." 

Following Ms. Albright's 
separate meetings with Mr. 
.Arafat and the Israeli pre- 
mier, ihe two sides agreed 
to send their senior negotia- 
tors to Washington in a bid 
to restart peace talks, 
stalled following the two 
multiple suicide bombings 
in west Jerusalem. 

The two sides also agreed 


(Continued on page 7) 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel, smarting from a 
military fiasco in Lebanon 
last week, raised the stakes 
with a deadly raid against 
Lebanese troops and 
warned Saturday that it 
will not hesitate to attack 
again if provoked. 

“(The Israeli army] does 
not want to attack 
Lebanese forces regularly 
but it has done so and it 
will do so in the future 
each time they open fire 
and put Israeli soldiers in 
peril,” an Israeli army 
spokesman said. 

Six Lebanese soldiers 
and a civilian woman were 
killed when Israeli heli- 
copter gunships attacked 
army positions with air-to- 
ground missiles near the 
southern port of Sidon late 
Friday, a Lebanese military 
source said. 

It was the heaviest death 
toll suffered the Lebanese 
army since it deployed on 


the edge of the self- 
declared “security zone” 
occupied by Israeli forces 
in south Lebanon in 1985 
to protect Israel's northern 
border from attacks. 

Israel also claimed to 
have killed at least four 
Hizboliah guerrillas . in 
clashes late Friday with its 
elite Golani unit on the 
edge of the buffer zone, 
which sparked the air raid. 

Israel, which said it suf- 
fered no casualties despite 
reports Friday from its 
allied militia that four sol- 
diers were injured, hopes 
the attack will help boost 
morale after 12 elite Israeli 
marine commandos died a 
week ago in a bungled raid 
near Sidon. 

According to recent press 
reports, Israeli officials 
believe the army cannot 
remain on the defensive 
and leave the military ini- 
tiative with the guerrillas, 

even if offensive opera- 


tions risk escalating the 
conflict in south Lebanon. 

Already this year, 31 
Israeli soldiers have been 
killed in south Lebanon, its 
highest toll since the par- 
tial occupation of Lebanon 
in 1983. firing debaife in 
the country about its con- 
tinued involvement. 

An opinion poll carried 
out in Israel shortly after 
the disastrous commando 
raid on September 5 found 
that 52 per cent of those 
queried favoured a unilat- 
eral pullout from Lebanon, 
while 34 per cent were 
opposed and 14 per cent 
undecided. 

“The Israeli forces took 
back several bodies of 
Hizboliah fighters and also 
recovered a substantia] 
quantity of explosives and 
arms.” the spokesman said, 
adding that Israel had 
planned the attack against 
Hizboliah. 


U.N. council adopts 
Iraqi oil measure; 
Russia abstains 


Ensour urges weeklies to adjust to law 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Deputy 
Prime Minister for Services 
and Minister of Administra- 
tive Development Abdullah 
Ensour Saturday urged the 
editors of the weekly news- 
papers to speed up the 
process of adjusting to the 
requirements of the Press 
and Publications Law. 

Dr. Ensour said the week- 
lies must do so within the 
time limit called for by the 
law that was issued as a 
temporary legislation in 
May. Dr. Ensour noted that 
some of the weeklies have 


displayed seriousness and 
commitment to that law and 
its provisions. 

Speaking at the meeting 
held at the minister's 
office, the 12 editors present 
raised a number of issues of- 
concern and complained 
about certain articles in the 
amendments to the Press 
and Publications Law such 
as the increase of the 
paper’s capital to 
JD300.000, and conditions 
and requirements for the 
appointment of editors, 
and demanded that the gov- 


ernment reach a compro- 
mise with the weeklies and 
that more dialogue with the 
government be held over 
this issue. 

The editors submitted to 
Dr. Ensour a written memo- 
randum addressed to Prime 
Minister Abdul Salara 
Majali in which they called 
for the Press and Publica- 
tions Department (PPD) to 
rescind its recent measures 


(Continued on page 7) 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
The Security Council Fri- 
day adopted a resolution 
accommodating Iraq’s fail- 
ure to sell $1 billion worth 
of oil promptly under a U.N. 
plan that allows Bagdad to 
buy food and other supplies 
with oil monies. 

The vote was 14-0 with 
Russia abstaining. U.S. 
Ambassador Bill Richard- 
son blasted Baghdad for its 
alleged “callous decision to 
put at risk the well-being of 
its people in order to seek to 
score propaganda points" in 
delaying its oil quota. 

At issue is an “oil-for- 
food" programme that went 
into effect last December. 
Iraq is allowed to sell S2 bil- 
lion worth of oil every six 
months — in equal SI bil- 
lion quotas every 90 days — 
to buy ■ humanitarian sup- 
plies to offset the effects of 
sanctions in force since its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

But Iraq sold only about 
S56S million worth of oil in 
the first half of the 180 -day 
period that began June 8. 

The new resolution 
extends the first 90-day 
period to 120 days, until 
Ocl 5, giving Iraq another 
month in which to sell the 
approximately S432 million 
worth of oil it failed to sell 
by the SepL 5 deadline. It 
also reduces the second 90- 
day period to 60 days, dur- 
ing which Iraq must sell the 
second SI billion quota. 

Although the resolution 
— introduced by British 
Ambassador Sir John West- 


on and co-sponspored by 
the United States and 
France — is technical in 
nature, diplomats noted that 
all recent documents per- 
taining to Iraq eventually 
developed into a political 
controversy. 

Russia’s Ambassador 
Sergei Lavrov raised no 
objections to the main thrust 
of the resolution. But 
Moscow wanted language 
that did not point the finger 
at Iraq and nored the obliga- 
tion of the United Nations 
f committee to rapidly 
=• approve contacts. 

* China and Egypt agreed 
. but voted in favour. 
f # Mr. Lavrov said the coun- 
cil’s Sanctions Committee 
had arbitrarily blocked or 
delayed some goods, noting 
that medical supplies had 
been greatly delayed. And 
he said materials for water 
supplies and equipment for 
electrical energy had not 
been delivered at all up to 
last month. 

Iraq had delayed selling 
oil until the United Nations 
approved a plan in early 
August for the distribution 
of supplies bought with the 
proceeds. This meant oil 
sales were, in effect, run- 
ning two months behind 
schedule. 

But U.S. Ambassador Bill 
Richardson disputed the 
contention saying that the 
council acted out of human- 
itarian concerns for the wel- 
fare of the Iraqi people. 
Who would have paid the 
price for the “inexcusable” 
delays in receiving goods. 
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Germany to help create EU mechanism to 
provide additional aid to Jordan — Kinkel 


BONN (Petra) — Ger- 
many will do all it can to 
help create a mechanism at 
the European Union (EU) 
to provide additional eco- 
nomic aid to Jordan, Ger- 
man Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel said Satur- 
day. 

The German minister 
made the statement in 
Bonn in an interview with 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, in which he dealt 
with the current situation 
in the Middle East and 
Europe’s assistance to the 
countries of the region. 


He said the German gov- 
ernment believes that the 
establishment of a just and 
durable peace in the Mid- 
dle East can only be 
realised through the active 
involvement of ail con- 
cerned stales — including 
Syria and Lebanon — in 
working out a comprehen- 
sive settlement. 

Germany and the EU 
have been in constant con- 
tacts with Syria through 
the EU’s special envoy 
Miguel Mora tin os whose 
efforts are complementing 
those of the U.S. in the 


peace-making process, Mr. 
Kinkel said. 

Expressing the view that 
the Middle East is current- 
ly facing a difficult crisis, 
Mr. Kinkel said that 
despite the complex situa- 
tion, there is no alternative 
to peace and understanding 
among the Datioos of the 
region. “It is important for 
the parties to the conflict to 
resume negotiations to pre- 
vent further tension,” he 
added. 

“We have to uige the 
concerned parties to 
resume the negotiations 


and never to abandon the 
prospect of peaceful coex- 
istence among the nations 
of the region,” said Mr. 
Kinkel, who added that his 
country was following up 
closely on the outcome of 
Mr. Moratinos’ contacts 
with the countries of the 
region. 

He said Germany has a 
duty to call on the different 
parties to follow the course 
of moderation and help the 
process of confidence 
building “because we want 
the concerned parties to 
realise that the right path 


towards a settlement comes 
through understanding 
each other’s views.” 

‘We adhere to a wise and 
honest policy of never con- 
cealing the facts from any 
friend and we tend to point 
out our views whenever we 
find that a friend’s behav- 
iour is harming the legiti- 
mate rights of others and 1 in 
this regard we have repeat- 
edly pointed out to Israel 
that its settlement pro- 
grammes in the Palestinian 
lands are regarded as a vio- 
lation of international law,” 
Mr. Kinkel noted. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


“Netanyahu like Hitler, Saddam 1 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A Kuwaiti newspaper on Sat- 
urday compared Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and his hardline policies to Adolf Hitler and 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. “It is unfortunate that 
some states are saddled with fanatic leaders of Adolf 
Hitler's and Saddam Hussein’s ilk who devastate and 
destroy their own societies and countries,” the English- 
language Arab Times said. “Netanyahu is certainly one 
such leader” the newspaper said in a front page editori- 
al also carried by its Arabic sister paper Al Seyassah. 
“While his policies will not only damage the Middle 
East, catastrophic implications are on the cards for the 
Israeli economy which is already battered by his poli- 
cies.” it said. The paper said the Israeli premier was 
“wedded to the path of terrorism and obsessed by 
extremist ideologies that can only lead the region to 
war.” 


Sudanese MPs to be stripped of seats 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — At least 10 members of the 
Sudanese parliament are to be stripped of their seats, 
with by-elections to be organised to fill the vacancies, 
the media reported here Saturday. The official A1 Anbaa 
daily, quoting Parliamentary Secretary General JalaJ 
Mohammad Ahmad, said the parliament would 
announce the stripping of membership from the MPs 
next week and would ask the electoral commission to 
organise by-elections in their constituencies. It said three 
deputies would lose their membership of parliament due 
to excessive absenteeism, one of these because he had 
left the country to work in a Gulf state, and a fourth 
because he faced an unspecified criminal chaige. Six 
others deputies will have their membership removed as 
they were elected as state governors last month. 


Bahrain arrests 5 suspects in arson attack 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrain has detained five suspects 
accused of setting a private car ablaze and causing dam- 
age to another earlier this month, local news papers 
reported Saturday. Quoting an interior ministry state- 
ment. they named the five suspects as Jaafar Moham- 
mad, Ali Ahmad, Sayed Hassan Ahmad, Abbas Ahmad 
and Mohammad Ali. They said the five men were arrest- 
ed in Buri village, 16 kilometres southwest the capital 
Manama where the incident took place. More than 30 
people have been killed since sporadic attacks and 
bombings broke out in December 1994 by members of 
Bahrain’s majority Shiite Muslim community to press 
for economic and political reforms. Hundreds have been 
arrested. 


Qatar foreign minister in Tehran for talks 


TEHRAN (R) — Qatar’s Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Jaber A1 Thani is in Tehran to discuss 
expanding ties between the two Guif states, the official 
ERNA news agency reported Saturday. The agency quot- 
ed Sheikh Hamad, who it said arrived Friday, as saying 
that Qatar’s relations with the Islamic Republic were 
“clear and solid.” Sheikh Hamad is the second high rank- 
ing Gulf Arab official to visit Tehran after a landslide 
victory of Mohammad Khatami, a moderate cleric, in 
last May's presidential election. An envoy of Saudi Ara- 
bia’s King Fahd made a rare visit to Iran in July. 


Kingdom to witness total 
eclipse of the moon Tuesday 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Kingdom 
will witness a total lunar 
eclipse on Tuesday, Sept. 16. 
according to Emad Mujahid, 
an observer at the National 
Centre for Weather Forecast 

The eclipse will begin at 
20:10 p.m. local time, when 
the full moon will be covered 
by the shadow of the earth 
that will start to crawl from 
the eastern side of the moon 
surface to cover it completely 
by 21:16 p.m.. Mr. Mujahid 
explained. 

The eclipse will last until 
22:19 pan. when the moon 
will start to go out of foe east- 
ern section from foe earth’s 
shadow, he continued. 

The foil eclipse, which will 
last for one hour and three 
minutes, will end at 23:26 


p.m. .when foe moon will 
again start reflecting foe sun’s 
rays, he said. The moon will 
rise in Amman’s skies at 
18:34 p_m. and will set at 5.39 
p.m. the next morning. 

The different fazes of foe 
eclipse will in addition be 
witnessed in Asia, Africa, 
Europe, foe Mediterranean 
region and the eastern parts of 
the Atlantic, specialists at the 
centre said. 

According to Mr. Mujahid, 
foe moon usually appears 
with a deep red colour after 
the total eclipse as a conse- 
quence of the reflection of foe 
infrared rays from the spec- 
trum which penetrate die 
earth's atmosphere. 

The infrared wave is foe 
longest in foe spectrum and 
can penetrate foe earth’s 
gaseous cover and be reflect- 
ed on foe moon’s surface to 


be observed by people on 
earth, be said. 

“However, if the moon 
appears black this would indi- 
cate foe presence of pollution 
in foe cover, which is usually 
foe effect of factory fumes, 
carbon monoxide and active 
volcanoes," Mr. Mujahid 
explained. 

The last time the moon 
appeared black was on Dec. 
9, 1992 due to emissions by 
foe Bonotova volcano in the 
Philippines. Another inci- 
dence was in 1991 as a result 
of foe burning oil fields in 
Kuwait during and after foe 
Gulf war, Mr. Mujahid said. 

In the last couple of months, 
foe earth witnessed three big 
volcano eruptions, therefore 
this eclipse might help to 
know if foe earth’s atmos- 
phere is polluted, Mr. 
Mujahid concluded. 



INSPECTING DAMAGE: Lebanese soldiers inspect the damage to a national 
armoured vehicle destroyed during an Israeli raid overnight Friday, at the army 
post of Arab Salem. Seven Lebanese soldiers and a woman were killed and seven 
other troops wounded during the raid. Earlier several pro-Iranian Hizbollah gueril- 
las were killed and four Israeli soldiers wounded in a clash on the edge of the ‘"secu- 
rity zone’’ occupied by Israel in South Lebanon I Reuters photo.) 


Gunman shoots preacher in Algerian mosque 


PARIS (R) — A lone gun- 
man shot dead a leading fig- 
ure of the Algerian Islamist 
A1 Nahdha Party as he read 
from the Koran in a mosque 
in Constantine, Algerian 
newspapers said Saturday. 

Abdeljalil Bourouis, Imam 
(prayer leader) in the A1 
Kehf Mosque in the eastern 
city, was killed by a single 
bullet in his head, fired by a 
young masked gunman who 
burst in during mass Friday 
prayers. Liberie newspaper 


said. 

It said Bourouis, 37, a 
founder-member of Abdul- 
lah Djaballah’s A1 Nahdha 
Party, had stood unsuccess- 
fully for election in foe June 
5 parliamentary elections. 
He was planning to be a can- 
didate in local elections to be 
held next month. 

His killer held worshippers 
briefly at gunpoint tefore 
fleeing with accomplices 
waiting in a car outside. 

L’Aufoentique newspaper 


said security forces since 
late Friday had been besieg- 
ing a group of “terrorists” — 
Algerian officials’ term for 
armed Islamist rebels — in 
Ouled A1 Hadj Mosque 
between Chrarba and Euca- 
lyptus in Algiers. 

A helicopter was circling 
over the mosque and securi- 
ty forces had used loud- 
speakers to urge the rebels to 
surrender. Their only 
response had been bursts of 
automatic gunfire, foe news- 


paper said. 

Earlier Friday, in the same 
area, security forces had shot 
dead seven rebels. 

Algeria has been shaken 
by violence since early in 
January 1992 when the 
authorities cancelled a gen- 
eral election in which the 
now-outlawed Islamic Sal- 
vation Front (FIS) had taken 
a huge lead. 

The FIS long used 
mosques as local headquar- 
ters to build up support 


Iran’s Revolutionary Guards commander to enter politics 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The for- 
mer commander of Iran's 
Revolutionary Guards who 
stepped down this week said 
Saturday that he may get 
involved in political and cul- 
tural activities against the 
West 

General Mohsen Rezai told 
foe official IRNA news 
agqpcy that he had wanted for 
three years to “engage in non- 
military and cultural activi- 
ties: whether it is to help the 
new government or even teach 
j in a university." 


“My work was done in the 
Guards Corps. I felt that foe 
force had reached maturity 
and there are no major securi- 
ty problems,” he said. “Iran 
now has an effective role in 
foe security of foe region and 
we expect that foe Americans 
will sooner or later leave foe 
Gulf. Iran’s role is instrumen- 
tal in this.” 

Iran's supreme leader Aya- 
tollah Ali Khamenei, the cora- 
mander-in-chief of Iran’s 
Armed Forces, on Tuesday 
transferred foe general to a 


post in the newly-expanded 
Expediency Council, an advi- 
sory body. He was relieved of 
his duties as foe head of the 
force after 16 years, and 
replaced by his deputy. 
Brigadier General Yahya- 
Rahim Safavi. 

Gen. Rezai said his con- 
cerns were “more on the cul- 
tural front, where there is a 
serious threat and much work 
needs to be done." ‘The anti- 
revolutionary culture has 
spread in Iran these days." he 
warned. 


“We must line up against 
the whole Western culture 
with our Islamic civilisation 
— a confrontation which foe 
West is definitely afraid of.” 
the general said. 

However, he called for the 
West to be challenged only 
through “cultural" means. 

Gen. Rezai’s resignation 
from foe guards, known as 
Sepah Pasdaran. came a hole 
over a month after foe inaugu- 
ration of Mohammad Khata- 
mi, a moderate cleric, as pres- 
ident. 


Saddam lifts ban on 


Iranian expatriates 
visiting Shiite shrines 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein has 
instructed his government to 
lift a ban against Iranians 
who live abroad visiting 
Islamic holy shrines in Iraq, 
foe Iraqi News Agency 
(IN A) reported Saturday. 

The move came after Iran 
disregarded a decision last 
month by Iraq to allow pil- 
grims from Iran to pay 
homage to foe Shiite Muslim 
shrines, saying that the two 
governments should work 
out a bilateral agreement 
first. 

Shiites are a minority in 
mast of the Arab World, 
where Sunni Muslims pre- 
dominate. However. Shiites 
are the majority in Iran, and 
the most important Shiite 
shrines are in neighbouring 
Iraq. 

The INA said President 
Saddam oniered the ministry 
of interior to allow all Iranian 


passport holders who live 
outside Iran to visit the holy 
shrines in Iraq. 

A ministry spokesman said 
the Iranians should come in 
package tours arranged by an 
Iraqi company and each 
should pay $150 for a visa. 

The Iranians will only be 
allowed to stay for seven 
days and will be permitted to 
spend $15 a day at the gov- 
ernment fixed rate of 450 
dinars to the dollar. The free 
market rate is about 1,450 
dinars to foe dollar. 

President Saddam’s deci- 
sion seems designed to 
embarrass Iran, which had 
described his earlier invita- 
tion to Iranians to visit the 
shrines as “hypocrisy and 
sham." 

In 1980s. foe two countries 
fought a devastating war that 
left nearly one million peo- 
ple either killed or woiraded. 


I JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 



CALENDAR 


12:40 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 


i 14:10 

1 14:30.. 
1 15:00 
15:40.. 

—The Magic School Bus 
—Energy Express 

! 16:00 
i 17:00 
‘ 19:00 

— American Chart Show 

- Trench Programmes 

19:30. 


i 19-35 

j 20:00 

.20-30 
21:10. 
j 22:00 

Fresh Prince-of-Belair 

■Cinema, Cinema. Cinema 
.National Geographic 

1 22:30 
123:15 

, 2*59.. 

One West Waikiki 

- - Sisters 

Fnrt nf T V 

PRAYER TIMES 

0435.. 


06:14. 


1231.. 


16ri)3.. 


18:49.. 


20:07. 

‘Isha 


Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. . 

St Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 

Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 82432S. 

German-speaking EvangeticaJ 
Congregation TeL 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tei. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Aqaba. 


-24/39 


Deserts.. 


Jordan Valley.. 


.. 16/36 
-.24/39 


Gvfl Defence Department — 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 
■„ £30341 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30, Aqaba 35 Humidity 
readings: Amman 41 per cent, 
Aqaba 40 percent 


Civil Defence Emergency — 199 
Rescue FcGce — 192,621111,637777 
Fire Brigade 617101 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


Blood Bank. ,, — .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 


Malbas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani .607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777I0I/3 

Al-Bashir. .775111/26 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


NIGHT DUTY 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, TeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Anmmication 
TeL 637440. 

De la Salle Church TeL 661757. 
Tfcrra Sandst Church TeL 622366 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Moderate warn weather condi- 
tions will prevail with temperatures 
becoming above average by three 
degrees centigrade and winds light 
to variable occasionally becoming 
northwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
it will be warm, winds northerly 
moderate to active and seas calm. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. \fafiq Qaddnml S93542 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim. 830432 

Dr. Balya! Bader - 832642 

Dr.Yahya AbdnL Rahim.736072 

Firas pharmacy .661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .™.„....778336 

A! Asema pharmatty 637055 

Naircukh pharmacy 623672 

A 1 Salam pharmacy - 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 


Public Security Dept, - 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Vfefcr&Sevwtaafi^ ComplaBB -JB7467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

.787111 


Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 
Amal Hospital .674155 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) it formation 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport TeL [08)53200-5. 
where it should always be verified. 
Information on other flights can be 

supplied on phone 08 (52700) 


The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 


Telephone Information (directory 
assistance) — 121 


Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs 623101 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 


Abdali Tel. Repairs — 661101 

Jordan Television ..._7731 1 1 

1 Radio Jordan :~7741 1 1 

Water Authority .... 680100 


Ibn Sina Hospital™ (09)986732 
A1 Hikma Modem Hospital 


Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy ..847632 

IRBID: 

Dn Ahmad Qanu _. 28 1484 
A1 Quds pharmacy ( — ) 


J. Electricity Authority 8 15615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Infatuation ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport OS-53 200 


hospitals 


AfinJMax. temp. 

Amman 


..17/33 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Threq . 

Khalifeh t 

IGl 


-.985427 

ICIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 


AMMAN: 

985445 Husseb Medical Centre .-^8 13813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akiteh Maternity- 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity -642362 


IRBID: 

Princess 

Basma 

.(09)990990 

Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic 

Hospital 

.(02)272275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees 

Hospital 

.(02)247100 

AQABA: 



Princess 

(03)314111 

Haya 

Hospital 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

0930 Jeddah (RJ) 

10H)5._ JJhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

10HJ5 .Bombay (RJ) 

10:15 Lamaca (RJ) 

10:20 .....Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:25 Beirut (RJ) 

10:45 — Doha, Bahrain ( RJ) 

17:05 .Amsterdam. Brussels (RJ) 
17:40 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

18:05 .. Paris tRJ) 

18:50 London (RJ) 

19:10.-- — Athens (RJ) 

19:10 -Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

20:40 RomefRj) 

20:40. Vienna (RJ) 

22 JO - -Frankfim. Paris (RJ) 

02:55- Doha (add) (RJ) 

02:55 — - - Cairo (RJ) 


Other Flights 

09:30 AJ Arish (PF) 

12:00 Sanaa lIY) 

12:00 Jeddah tSVj 

1335 Bahrain tGFi 

15:20 — Moscow (SU) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:35 - Cairo (MS> 

23:20 Jsianhil (TKi 

00:59— Cain:. (MS) 

02:15 London iBA) 

0^:20 London (BA) 

07 JO ...Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings <RW) 

08:45 Aqaba iRW) 

10:05 Amman (QA1A) (RW) 

10:50 Amman (Marka Airport >(RW) 

1 8; 20 .Tel Aviv (RW> 

1! *30 Amman (QALA)(RWi 

22:20 Aqaba i RW) 

23:50 Amman (Marita Airport) (RW i 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:00 Madrid (RJi 

PS’S Beirut (RJ) 

Lamaca (RJ) 

Frankfurt CRJ) 

-Turns, Casablanca (RJ) 

J™ -Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

Vienna (RJ) 

-Rome CRJ) 


13:20 


13:25 


21:00 


21:15 


21:25 

21:40 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

22:00.. 

..Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

22:25..Abu Dhabi, Singapore (RJ) 

22:40... 

J3angkok (RJ) 

23:00... 


23:15... 




Other Flights i 

07d)0 


0735 . 

—London j 

103<L. 

Al ’Arish (PR ! 

13:00 

Sanaa (If)! 

13:30 . 


14:25 . 

_Doba((2i)j 

16:35 . 

Mcsct^ j 

22:25 .. 

. .Cairo 

00^15 

Amsterdam^ 

02:00 . 

.Cairo (M?) 

07:00 .. 


07:55 . 

. —London 

08:15 

..Tel Aviv W'. 

r'ST ! 

Royal Wings (RW) ^4nl 

07:45 Amman (Marka Aitpo^gf n | 

09:15 .. 

- -Ami mil 
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Queen Noor attends Mother Teresa's 
funeral, praising ‘Saint of the Gutters’ 


.AMMAN (J.T.J — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Satur- 
day joined mourners gath- 
ered around the world in 
Calcutta to pay homage to 
Mother Teresa, 'The Saint 
of the Gutters,” according 
to a press release. 

The funeral, which was 
attended by over 15.000 
people, including foreign 
dignitaries, was charac- 
terised by its multifaith trib- 
utes to a woman who had 
cared for “the unwanted and 
shunned burdens to soci- 
ety.” One of her most 
famous sayings was that 
“the world today is hungry 
not only for bread but hun- 
gry for love, hungry to be 
wanted, to be loved," the 
statement continued. 

Queen Noor said Mother 
Teresa's selfless life and 
work were an example to 
people of all faiths of her 
compassion and her charity, 
transcending race and reli- 
gion. The Queen paid trib- 
ute to her humanitarian 
work, particularly in Jordan, 
where she founded two 
homes “Dar AJ Salaam” 
(Home of Peace), which 
cares for the mentally and 


physically disabled, the 
dying, and elderly who have 
been rejected by their fami- 
lies or are alone in the 
world, and “Dar A1 
Mahabah” (Home of Love), 
which tends to severely dis- 
abled children under the age 
of 12. the announcement 
said. 

According to Sister Julia, 
who is in charge of Dar AJ 
Salaam, the homes provide 
shelter, food, and all the 
medical assistance they can 
for more than 100 people. 
Sister Julia added that “we 
help anyone who comes to 
us in need regardless of 
their nationality or religious 
beliefs.” They depend sole- 
ly on charitable donations 
and have been supported by 
a relatively small proportion 
of the community despite 
their unique multifaith 
dimension; people in then- 
care need food, supplies and 
money to cover water, elec- 
tricity and heating bills, 
according to the statement 

Mother Teresa visited Jor- 
dan three times, in 1970, 
1974, and in November 
1980, when she met with 
Their Majesties King Hus- 


sein and Queen Noor and 
received AJ Istiklal medal 
from King Hussein, the 
Kingdom's highest decora- 
tion. Her twelve sisters in 
Jordan are from India, Italy, 
Slovakia, Ethiopia, and the 
Philippines and are current- 
ly training a Jordanian and a 
Lebanese sister, the state- 
ment said. 

The sisters recalled how 
Mother Teresa used to ask 
them to pray for the King 
and Queen who “"help us in 
many ways and who self- 
lessly work for the welfare 
of their people and for 
peace in the Middle East” 
In addition to Jordan, Moth- 
er Teresa's sistere work in 
Palestine, Syria. Lebanon, 
Iraq, Egypt. Yemen, 
Tunisia, Turkey, and Sudan, 
the statement read. 

Mother Teresa was bom 
in Albania in 1910. She 
trained in Dublin and Dar- 
jeeling, India, before taking 
her religious vows in 1937. 
While serving as the princi- 
pal of a highschool in Cal- 
cutta, she was moved by the 
presence of the sick and 
dying on the city streets and 
decided to found the Mis- 


sionaries of Charity, the 
statement continued. 

There, Mother Teresa and 
her followers collected the 
dying from the streets so 
that they may spend their 
fmal days in peace and 
comfort among friends. 
Their work expanded to 
include lepers, victims of 
AIDS, battered woman and 
drug addicts: Mother Teresa 
used to ieU her sisters “If a 
Muslim or a Hindu comes 
to our home, let him leave 
as a real Muslim or Hindu," 
according to the release. 

Mother Teresa attracted 
novices from throughout 
the world and today, the sis- 
ters number more than 
4,500 and 550 centres in 
125 countries. She received 
many awards, including 
India's highest civilian 
award, Bharat Rama (The 
Jewel of India), and the 
1979 Nobel Peace Prize, the 
press release stated. 

After the funeral service. 
Queen Noor returned to 
Amman accompanied by 
Her Majesty Queen Sofia of 
Spain and Sister Julia, the 
statement concluded. 


Minister files complaint against writers 
association for Unlicensed’ activities 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A recent row 
between Minister of Cul- 
ture Qaseni Abu Ein and 
president of the Jordan 
Writers Association Fakhri 
Qa'war over the associa- 
tion's involvement in polit- 
ical activities has taken a 
dramatic turn recently. 

According to the daily 
newspaper Al Arab AI 
Yawm, Mr. Abu Ein has 
presented a formal com- 
plaint to the minister of 
interior accusing the writers 
association of inviting 
"unlicensed" organisations 
to hold seminars on its 
premises. 

The minister had earlier 


warned the association 
against including political 
activities in its agenda. 

In one of the letters he 
sent to the association, Mr. 
Abu Ein said the writers 
union should “confine itself 
to purely cultural activities 
(instead of) indulging in 
acts of political, sectarian, 
or tribal nature.” 

But the minister's 
demands and complaints 
were brushed aside by the 
association’s two-time 
president. Mr. Qa’war. 
ardently opposed to nor- 
malisation of relations with 
Israel, saw in the minister’s 
demands "a return to the 
martial law era.” 

Mr. Qa'war harshly criti- 
cised what he said was the 


minister's “superlative 
tone” and ‘linjustified atti- 
tude,” and said the minister 
had no right to "preach and 
lecture" the association as 
long as it conformed to the 
law of the land. 

The minister, however, 
sent another letter express- 
ing astonishment at what he 
termed the association's 
negative attitude on 
restricting itself to cultural 
activities. 

"It was surprising to see 
that you (Mr. Qa’war) are 
insisting on ignoring the 
provisions of the law in 
favour of your personal 
beliefs,” the minister said in 
his second letter. 

Mr. Qa’war retorted 
strongly, refusing what he 


termed the minister’s 
threats. 

“The minister’s definition 
of the term culture is 
scholastic. Culture is a 
comprehensive humanitari- 
an concept that includes lit- 
erature, art. science, econo- 
my. and politics. It is sur- 
prising how the minister 
confuses what is cultural 
and what is legal." Mr. 
Qa’war was quoted by Al 
Arab AI Yawm as saying. 

“The ministry should 
have better things to do 
than write letters.” Mr. 
Qa’war added. 

The minister is currently 
involved in a confrontation 
with another prominent 
anti-normalisation writer. 


Opposition group rejects members’ 
resignations, asks for retractions 


.AMMAN (J.T. > — The Shura 
Council of the Islamic Action 
Front (LAF) party has report- 
ed!} rejected the resignation 
of six of the party's executive 
council members and called 
on the rcsignees to retract 
their decisions until at least 
the end of the council's man- 
date. which ends in Decem- 
ber. according to an LAF state- 
ment quoted by AJ .Arab .Al 
Yawm daily Saturday. 

The six resignees are Party 
Secretary General Ishaq 
Fartuin. Mohammad Aweida, 
Abdullah Akaileh, Bassam 
Emoush, Hamzeh Man sour, 
and Muusu Abu Hamath. 

According to the report, the 
decision to reject the resigna- 
tion?. came during a meeting 
attended by 77 of the 120 
members of the Shura Coun- 
cil. 

Onl> two of the resignees. 


Ml Aweida and Mr. Abu Han- 
tash, were in attendance. 

The resignations were sub- 
mined in July to the council’s 
president Adrian Majali, who 
at that time said the move did 
not signify a split within the 
front and dismissed the 
prospect of the resignees 
forming a new Islamic party. 

The resignations were 
reportedly submitted to the 
council in protest against its 
decision to boycott the Nov. 4 
elections. 

The council, which con- 
venes semi-annual sessions, is 
scheduled to hold its next 
meeting in December, when 
the two-year mandate of the 
executive committee will 
expire and internal elections 
are to be held for a new lead- 
ership. 

The LAF, the political arm of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, was 


the most successful party in 
the last parliamentary elec- 
tions, held in 1993, capturing 
one-fifth of the seats of the 
80-member Lower House. 

But the party failed to block 
parliamentary approval of 
Jordan’s 1994 peace treaty 
with Israel, and pulled out of 
the upcoming elections in 
protest to what it said has been 
a steady erosion of parliamen- 
tary authority under succes- 
sive governments. 

Meanwhile, Fayez Rabie, a 
former ambassador and 
founding member of the LAF 
who is running in the general 
elections, was reported Satur- 
day in AI Dustour daily as 
saying he was looking for- 
ward to the creation of the 
nucleus of an Islamic-oriented 
bloc in Parliament 

He said the new bloc will 
comprise a number of notable 


Islamic personalities from the 
LAF, who are being contacted 
to present their views about 
the project and added that the 
new bloc will seek reforms 
and political interaction with 
other factions. 

On the prospects of his dis- 
missal from the LAF because 
he is not committed to boy- 
cotting the elections, Mr. 
Rabie said dismissal can be 
effected only in two cases, 
according to the party's 
statutes: if die member 

requests to be relieved of his 
membership, or in the case of 
death. 

The Shura Council of LAF 
decided on July IS to boycott 
the November elections fol- 
lowing the example of the 
Muslim Brotherhood. The 
vote was 80 votes in favour 
and 16 against. 


Celebration of 
poet Nercuda to 
begin Monday 


CONCERT 
; * Piano recital by Freddy for 
! Music ai the Royal Cultural 
! Centre al X:U0 p.m. 

CHINESE FILM 
! festival 
i * “The Opium War" at 
! Abdul Hameed Shoman 
; Foundation, Jabal Amman. 
j7:(jo p.m. 

| DA RAT AL FLNCN 

SCMMER *97 FESTIVAL 
j * Seminar entitled "Panning 
ijitd Graphic An" bj Iraqi 
’am -a Rjfj Nusiri and Syrian 
j until Ziad Dalluul at ~:IXJ 
; p.m. 

i * Graphics bj Rafa Sawn of 
:lraq, Ziad Dal Soul of Syria, 
•and Najiu Mehadji ai the 

! South Hall. 

j ' Paintings by Jordanian 
:anisi Mohammad Qailoka at 
jlhe Middle Hal!, 
i * Sculpture, drawings, and 
jpainting> b> Jordanian artist 

jRajvia Aii. 

; * Works by eontcmporan 
j Arab artist* at the Blue House. 

; “ Paintings bj children of 


Zarqa reflecting on the 
problem of pollution at the 
Byzantine church. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Darleen Wilkcr- 
son entitled "Arab Madinas in 
Batik” at the Jordan Crafts 
Development Centre (.Al 
Aydil. Jabal Amman, Second 
Circle, until Sept. 25 (Tel. 
6445551. 

* Works by Ali A I Yazbiki 
at the Jordan Plastic .An Asso- 
ciation. Jabal VVeibdeh. until 
Sept. 16. 

■ Fourth Pottery Exhibition 
by Mahmoud Sadiq and 
Da'ud AI Mutleh at Hamurabi 
Gallery. Gardens Street, until 

Sept. 1*9 < Tel. 5536098). 

* Paintings exhibition enti- 
tled "La Radioactivite'". 
French Cultural Centre, until 

Sept. 30. 

* Paintings by Palestinian 
artists entitled “Palestine the 
Reality and the Dream". Jor- 
dan National Gallery of Fine 
Arts, until Oct. 2 texcepi 
Tuesdays). 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
embassy of Chile, in col- 
laboration with the Cer- 
vantes Institute, has 
organised a homage for 
the poet Pablo Nercuda, 
according to a Chilean 
embassy press release 
Saturday. 

On Sept. 15. Ambas- 
sador of Chile Jorge 
Iglessias will give a con- 
ference on the “Life and 
Work of the Poet Pablo 
Nercuda, Nobel Prize in 
Literature,” at the Cer- 
vantes Institute. On the 
same day, the ambas- 
sador will inaugurate an 
exhibition called “Por- 
traiting the Absence" for 


the famous Chilean pho- 
tographer Louis Poirot 
showing some passages 
of the life of Mr. Nercu- 
da, the statement contin- 
ued. 

On Sept. 17, a film will 
be screened about Mr. 
Nercuda's home “Isla 
Negro.” the poet’s last 
home, related by the 
Chilean poet Raul Zurita, 
the press release read. 

This memorial will be 
carried out as part of the 
“Cultural Week of 
Chile.” celebrated by the 
embassy of Chile on the 
occasion of its national 
day. Sept. 18. the state- 
ment concluded. 


r 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tourist industry in south does 
not measure up — ministry 


AMMAN fPetra) — A 
large number of restau- 
rants, rest bouses, and 
hotels in southern Jordan 
fall short of the minimum 
acceptable levels of ser- 
vice for local and foreign 
visitors. Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities 
Secretary General Akram 
Masarweh announced Sat- 
urday. 

Foil owing a four-day 
tour of the touristic sites 
near the ancient Nabatean 
city of Petra and other 
areas, Mr. Masarweh said 
the low level of standards 
and lack of quality services 
offered to visitors harm the 
tourism industry. 

Mr. Masarweh, who was 
accompanied on the tour 


by several ministry offi- 
cials, said he planned to 
submit a report detailing 
the current situation of 
tourist services to the 
tourism commission at the 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities. 

He said he also intended 
to recommend that the 
ministry control and moni- 
tor these places, and urge 
them to improve the quali- 
ty of services and take 
prompt measures to rectify 
the situation. 

The ministry will do 
everything in its power to 
enable its affiliated tourist 
offices to upgrade their 
services, particularly those 
in southern regions, since 
they contain important 


archaeological and tourist 
sites, he added. 

The goals of the tour 
included studying the 
obstacles impeding a suc- 
cessful tourism sector and 
dealing with the situation 
prior to the start of the 
upcoming winter tourism 
season, which is due to 
start by the middle of next 
month, he said. 

The inspection group vis- 
ited several archaeological 
sites and inspected work 
on a road linking Wadi 
Mousa with Taybeh, the 
only road leading to the 
hotels within the Petra 
region. 

Mr. Masarweh ’s tour also 
took him to the Dana 
wildlife reserve, which is 


cared for by the Royal 
Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature, and inspect- 
ed the society’s projects to 
transform the reserve into 
a tourist attraction. 

Meanwhile, according to 
a ministry statistical bul- 
letin Saturday, visitors to 
Jordan during the first 
seven months of the year 
increased by five per cent 
over the number of visitors 
in the same period last 
year. 

A total of 643.000 people 
visited Jordan during the 
first seven months of 1997, 
bringing in JD265 million 
in revenues, compared to 
6=12,000 tourists and 
JD255 million in the first 
seven months of 1996. 


U.S. President Clinton receives new 


Jordanian Ambassador Muasher 


WASHINGTON (USIS) 
— In accepting the cre- 
dentials of Marwan Jamil 
Muasher. newly appointed 
ambassador of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan to the United 
States. President Bill Clin- 
ton extended his “personal 
best wishes to His Majesty 
King Hussein and to the 
people of Jordan ” noting 
that “We share a common 
strategy for regional peace 
and cooperation; we share 
a common vision of 
regional development and 
prosperity.” 

President Clinton reiter- 
ated the commitment of 
the U.S. “to stand with 
Jordan as it undertakes 
difficult economic reforms 
and stays the course for 
peace and for regional sta- 
bility.” 

The president praised 
the ambassador’s “famil- 
iarity with our institu- 
tions ” and his “close rela- 
tionship with members of 
this administration, and 
(his) understanding and 
appreciation for the Con- 
gress,” which, he said, 
“will be an asset for both 
our countries.” 

In the Sept. 8 cere- 
monies at the White 
House, President Clinton 
described Dr. Muasher as 
“an articulate and forceful 
spokesperson for his coun- 
try” with a “long and dis- 
tinguished” public service 
career in Jordan. “You 
have shown an undying, 
personal commitment to 
the peace process, taking 
an active, prominent, and 
continuous role since the 
1991 Madrid conference 
and serving with distinc- 
tion as Jordan's first 
ambassador to Israel,” the 
president said. 

In his remarks. Ambas- 
sador Muasher commend- 
ed President Clinton’s 
“personal commitment 
and the role of the United 
States in leading the 
efforts to bring about a 
comprehensive and lasting 
peace in the Middle East 
Your leadership has been 
instrumental in achieving 
monumental results since 
the process was launched 
in 1991,” he said. 

“We assure you that Jor- 
dan will continue to work 
with your administration 
to overcome the present 
challenges and help take 
the peace process to its 
only logical conclusion — 
successful peace agree- 
ments on all tracks." 

Dr. Muasher thanked the 
president for the increased 
level of aid to Jordan, say- 
ing, “As we make this dif- 
ficult transition from the 
present state of affairs to 
one where we can flourish 
on our own, your decision 
to increase aid levels to 
Jordan is essential in sup- 
porting our model, further 
deepening our reform pro- 
grammes, and making the 
transition period shorter 
and more tolerable. Jorda- 
nians are deeply apprecia- 
tive of this effort.” 

Following are President 
Clinton's remarks and the 
statement by Ambassador 
Muasher 

Mr. Ambassador, 



I Dr. Marwan Jamil Muasher j 


It is with great pleasure 
that I accept your Letter pf 
Credence, which appoints 
you as Ambassador Extra- 
ordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan to the 
United States of America. 
Allow me to extend to you 
a warm, personal welcome 
back to our nation’s capi- 
tal. I also acknowledge the 
Letter of Recall of your 
predecessor. Ambassador 
Tarawneh. I am confident 
my administration will 
continue to enjoy a close 
working relationship with 
the Embassy of Jordan 
under your leadership. 

On behalf of the Ameri- 
can people, I would like 
very much to extend my 
personal best wishes to 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and to the people of Jor- 
dan. We share a common 
strategy for regional peace 
and cooperation; we share 
a common vision of 
regional development and 
prosperity. 

Jordan has been a pio- 
neer for peace in a region 
that remains vulnerable to 
violence and conflict. We 
are profoundly aware of 
the risks Jordan has taken 
for peace, and we respect 
the wisdom and leadership 
of King Hussein. 

The road to regional 
peace remains strewn with 
challenges and difficul- 
ties. Bui even during die 
most difficult of times, 
Jordan has stayed the 
course. For this, your 
country has gained the 
deep respect and admira- 
tion of this administration 
and the entire American 
people. 

In October 1994, follow- 
ing the signing of your 
treaty with Israel] I 
addressed your Parliament 
and offered our commit- 
ment to stand by Jordan 
and support its legitimate 
security and economic 
needs following Jordan’s 
bold choice for peace. We 
have continued to deliver 
on this commitment, most 
recently through the estab- 
lishment of the Middle 
East Peace and Stability 
Fund, which will assist 
Jordan as it pursues eco- 
nomic modernisation and 
reform. 

The United States and 
Jordan have long enjoyed 
a relationship of mutual 
respect and cooperation. 
The U.S.-Jordan Joint 
Military' Committee is one 
of the longest-standing in 
the Middle East region. In 
recent years, that relation- 
ship has become increas- 


ingly dynamic and multi- 
faceted. We have wit- 
nessed growing collabora- 
tion on a number of fronts 
as we actively pursue 
practical means of 
expanding trade and 
investment opportunities 
with Jordan, exemplified 
by the “Open Skies” civil 
aviation agreement con- 
cluded in October 1996 
and more recently by the 
Bilateral Investment 
Treaty signed by our 
countries on July 2. 

Our shared goal is to 
shape Jordan’s economic 
future so that the blessings 
and material benefits of 
peace will become avail- 
able to every Jordanian 
citizen and, indeed, to all 
the peoples of the region. 

Security cooperation 
remains a critical compo- 
nent of our relationship. 

Jordan has been a stal- 
wart partner with an 
important role to play in a 
region of strategic impor- 
tance to U.S. interests. 
King Hussein has proven a 
trusted al(y on so many 
occasions, exemplified by 
the April 1996 deployment 
of the Air Expeditionary 
Force in Jordan. That is 
why last November I des- 
ignated Jordan a Major 
Non-NATO Ally of the 
United States. This desig- 
nation underscores the 
strength of our commit- 
ment to Jordan as it works 
to maintain peace and sta- 
bility in the region. 

We must continue to 
work together to advance 
the peace process and thus 
heal the painful wounds of 
the region and reconcile 
the children of Abraham. 
We have a shared interest 
in a stable, unified Iraq, 
governed by leaders who 
respect human rights and 
international law, an Iraq 
at peace with its neigh- 
bours and its own people. 
And I would like to reiter- 
ate our commitment to 
stand with Jordan as it 
undertakes difficult eco- 
nomic reforms and stays 
the course for peace and 
for regional stability. 

Mr. Ambassador, you are 
assuming your post at a 
time when U.S. support 
for Jordan is not only 
steadfast, but bipartisan. 
Your familiarity with our 
institutions, your close 
relationship with members 
of this administration, and 
your understanding and 
appreciation for the Con- 
gress will be an asset for 
both our countries. Many 
in Washington and 
throughout ihe United 
States know you as an 
articulate and forceful 
spokesperson for your 
country. Your public ser- 
vice career in Jordan is 
long and distinguished. 
You have shown an undy- 
ing, personal commitment 
to the peace process, tak- 
ing an active, prominent 
and continuous role since 
the 1991 Madrid confer- 
ence and serving with dis- 
tinction as Jordan’s first 
ambassador to Israel. May 
your time here in Wash- 
ington be enjoyable. Con- 
gratulations, and again, 
please accept my warmest 
welcome. 


Mr. President, 

I have been instructed by 
Their Majesties King Hus- 
sein I and Queen Noor. to 
extend to you. Honourable 
President and to the First 
Lady, Mrs. Hillary Rod- 
ham Clinton. Their cordial 
regards and warm wishes. 

It is indeed an honour 
and privilege to present to 
you, Mr. President my let- 
ter of credentials, accredit- 
ing me as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan to the United States 
of America. I look forward 
to working closely with 
your administration to 
enhance an already strong 
and long-standing rela- 
tionship between our two 
countries. 

We deeply appreciate 
your personal commit- 
ment and the role of the 
United States in leading 
the efforts io bring- about a 
comprehensive and lasting 
peace in the Middle East. 
Yout leadership has been 
instrumental in achieving 
monumental results since 
the process was launched 
in 1991. We assure you 
that Jordan will continue 
to work with your admin- 
istration to overcome the 
present challenges and 
help take the peace 
process to its only logical 
conclusion — successful 
peace agreements on all 
tracks. 

Jordan has nurtured and 
developed a comprehen- 
sive model for develop- 
ment, encompassing three 
distinct yet interlinked 
components. 

The first component is a 
political reform pro- 
gramme which enhances 
public participation in 
decision-making at all lev- 
els and one that consoli- 
dates democratic prac- 
tices. The second compo- 
nent aims at developing an 
external environment that 
replaces belligerence with 
coexistence, and apathy 
with cooperation, encom- 
passing the whole region. 
The third is an economic 
reform programme which 
aims at liberalising and 
modernising the economy, 
making it more competi- 
tive at the regional and 
international levels and 
integrating it with the 
world community. 

As we make this difficult 
transition from the present 
state of affairs to one 
where we can flourish on 
our own, your decision to 
increase aid levels to Jor- 
dan is essential in support- 
ing our model, farther 
deepening our reform pro- 
grammes, and making the 
transition period shorter 
and more tolerable. Jorda- 
nians are deeply apprecia- 
tive of this effort. 

Mr. President, I seek 
your attention and advice 
and your government’s 
assistance in my strive to 
strengthen the bonds of 
our friendship and the 
position of our mutual 
interests. 

Please accept, Mr. Presi- 
dent. the assurance of my 
highest consideration. 


4 World News 


Jordan Times, Sunday, September 14, 1997 


Afghan opposition beats back 
Taleban from northern stronghold 


KABUL (AFP) — Oppo- 
sition forces has beaten 
back a Taleban militia at- 
tack on their northern 
stronghold amid uncertainty 
over their fractured alliance 
after the return from exile of 
a former warlord, indepen- 
dent sources said Saturday. 

Aid sources said the fight- 
ing had moved back along 
the eastern highway to a 
point around 40 kilometres 
east of the city. 

Sources confirmed that 
ex-Communist warlord. Ab- 
dul Rashid Dostum, had 
returned to the city, the seat 
of the opposition's shadow 
government, after returning 
from exile in Turkey where 
he fled three months ago 
when the city was besieged 
and briefly captured by the 
Taleban. 

“The frontlines have been 
pushed back beyond the 
Uzbek border turnoff, and 
the sound of fighting can no 
longer be heani inside the 
city," a Western aid worker 
said. 

Another source contacted 
in Mazare -e-Sharif — the 
only Afghan city not con- 
trolled by the Taleban — 
said rockets and shells had 
not hit the city for the past 
24 hours, and the intense 


Taleban jet raids of early 
Friday had ended;- - 

‘The city is almost back to 
normal. Gen. Dostum has 
been seen back and is taking 
control of the city with 
Hezb-i-Wahdat, the troops 
here have very good mo- 
rale," commented the 
source. 

Areas west of the city, 
where local pro-Taleban 
commanders from the fel- 
low ethnic -Pash tun Hezb-i- 
Islami faction have attacked 
for the previous four days, 
were reported quiet by for- 
eign aid workers. 

Chaotic scenes gripped 
Mazar-e- Sharif for over 
four Idays when Taleban 
fighters advanced to within 
15 kilb metres of the city, as 
alliance groups turned on 
each tither in their own po- 
wer snuggle leaving the city 
to looters. 

Jumbesh Party leader 
Abdul Malik, who ousted 
Gen. Dostum in a coup in 
May, was himself pushed 
aside by the Shiite Moslem 
Hezb-i-Wahdat ! faction 
Tuesday. 

Gen. Dostum has now 
reportedly assumed control 
of pan of the divided 
Jumbesh-i-Milli (National 
Movement), while Gen. 


Malik’s cufreni political sta- 
tus retffaifls unclear. 

A senior official of Hezb- 
i-Wahdat, said he was confi- 
dent Gen. Dostum’s arrival 
would not cause further 
internal differences. 

“Dostum’s arrival in town 
will not create any tension 
between our Uzbek brothers 
as we are sure that they 
know they have common 
enemy," said Ustad Fazel in 
a satellite telephone inter- 
view. 

However, a Taleban offi- 
cial, Amir Khan Mutraqi, 
claimed the arrival of Gen. 
DO stum would lead to more 
tufmoil wi thin the belea- 
guered alliance. 

JThe coming of Dostum 
will not have any particular 

impact on jthe situation 

bejeause Tus senior comman- 
ders have been assassinated 
by Malik," said Mr. Mottaqi 
wjio is also the Taleban’s 
minister of information and 
cqlture. 

Jn May, Gen. Malik 
briefly joined forces with 
thk Taleban to Oust his one- 
time boss Dostum who fled 
th : country. 

Jut Gen. Malik switched 
sides again back to the al- 
liance only a few days later., 
seeing the Taleban expelled 


from Mazar-e-Sfharif arhiri 
Tteavy Street bittles. 

Relations with the Shiite 
factions — fierce opponems 
of the S unni Taleban — have 
been severely strained since 
the incident, and northern 
sources say Gen. Malik has 
conducted a bloody purge of 
Dostum loyalists. 

Meanwhile, alliance for- 
ces loyal to ousted govern- 
ment strongman Ahmad 
Shah Masood struck the 
capital with a heavy rocket 
for the third day ninning, 
killin g a ten-year-old girl 
and injuring two women. 

The rocket, apparently 
aimed at the airport used by 
Taleban planes supplying 
troops near Mazar-e-Sharif. 
overshot the perimeter and 
struck a farming area. On 
Friday one farmer was 
killed and another injured in 
a similar incident. 

Commander 1 Masood 7 s 
forces have been dead- 
locked in frontlines only 25 
kilometres north of the cap- 
ital for nearly two months. 

The Taleban control two- 
thirds of die war-ravaged 
country including the capi- 
tal Kabul, and have en- 
forced a strict interpretation 
of Islamic law on areas 
under their control. 


Most Taiwan people support China top 
government foreign policy arm y man 


TAIPEI (R) — Most Taiwan 
people support the govern- 
ment’s policy of developing 
ties with other countries, 
even though this can trigger 
tensions with rival China, a 
state-sponsored survey said 
Saturday. 

The poll, conducted in 
August by the cabinet-level 
Mainland Affairs Council, 
showed 77.6 per cent of the 
1,067 interviewees agreed 
Taiwan should continue to 
expand foreign relations 
despite the possibility of 
heightening tensions across 
the Taiwan Strait. 

Only 16.4 per cent dis- 
agreed The rest had no opin- 
ion. 

In a similar poll conducted 
in February. 71.4 per cent 
supported the government’s 
foreign policy, while 17 per 
cent disapproved. 

“The public opinion poll 
shows an overwhelming 


support for President Lee 
Teng-Hui's trips overseas," 
the council’s Vice-Chairman 
Lin Chong-Pin told repor- 
ters, broadcast on state tele- 
vision. 

“By making such visits. 
President Lee is demonstrat- 
ing the fact of our existence 
to the international commu- 
nity. President Lee's visits 
are not intended to pursue 
Taiwan independence," Mr. 
Lin said 

Any democratic govern- 
ment could not alter die pol- 
icy that has such a strong 
public backing, Mr. Lin 
added 

President Lee is currently 
visiting four diplomatic 
allies in Central and South 
America. 

Beijing has regarded the 
Nationalist Republic of 
China government as a rene- 
gade province since a civil 
war split them in 1949 and 


strongly opposes Oder coun- 
tries forging official ties with 
Taipei. 

In his keynote speech to 
the Communist Party’s 15th 
Congress Friday, C hina ’s 
Communist Party chief and 
state President Jiang Zemin 
reiterated Beijing's resolve 
to crush any move toward 
Taiwan's independence. 

Taipei, which has emb- 
raced multiparty democracy, 
maintains that renunciation 
is impossible before the 
Communist Party drops its 
monopoly on power and al- 
lows political liberalisation. 

China effectively scuttled 
Lee's hopes of rubbing 
shoulders with world leaders 
during his first stop in Pa- 
nama, where pressure from 
Beijing prompted most lead- 
ens to cancel plans to attend 
an international meeting 
about the Panama Canal. 


U.S. army to toughen tests for women 


WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. army plans 
to make fitness tests for women soldiers 
tougher after an investigation found the easi- 
er levels were irritating their male comrades, 
Saturday’s Washington Post reported. 

The changes were considered before the 
release Thursday of a report that found per- 
vasive sexual harassment and discrimination 
against women in the army. 

Brig. Gen. Evelyn Foote, a member of the 
panel that conducted an eight-month-long 
gender investigation, told the Post that lower 
requirements for sit-ups and push-ups by 


women were a “serious problem” for men. 

“Men cannot accept the fact that because 
of gender there should be different stan- 
dards." she said. 

The survey of 30,000 troops found many 
men believed women received favourable 
treatment in the service, the newspaper said. 
Only 50 per cent of male soldiers said they 
believed women “pull their load.” 

Under the current fitness standards, a man 
who is 25 must do 40 push-ups and 47 sit- 
ups in two minutes and run 32 kilometres in 
16 minutes and 36 seconds. 


Mighty hurricane may hit California 


MEXICO CITY (R) — 
Hurricane Linda, one of foe 
mightiest storms seen in foe 
eastern Pacific, was raging, 
off the Mexican coast 
Friday, and some forecast- 
ers said it could become foe 
first hurricane to hit 
California. 

Linda, packing winds of 
250 to 300 kilometres off 
Mexico’s Pacific coast, was 
deemed by foe U.S. 
National Weather Service to 
be foe strongest hurricane 
ever seen in foe eastern 
Pacific. 

Mexico’s National 
Weather Service put Linda 
at 4S0 kilometres southwest 
of the reson town of Cabo 
San Lucas in Mexico's Baja 
California state. It has sent 
heavy rains to lash foe coast 
and restricted shipping for 
three days. 

While forecasters expect- 
ed foe hurricane to continue 
on its 10 mph trek north- 
west, they said it could 
switch path as it reaches 
U.S. waters Monday. 

’“There is a big uncertain- 
ty after three days,” foe 
National Weather Service 
said in a report. “A large 
trough just west of Linda ... 
could steer the hurricane 
northward and threaren the 
southern California coast.” 

If Linda were to veer east, 
it could be foe first hurri- 
cane in history to hit 


California's coastline, 
although other storm- 
watchers argued the danger 
was slight. 

“The threat of this mas- 
sive hurricane threatening 
southern California remains 
very real" a report by foe 
privately run U.S. Weather 
Services Corp (WSC) said. 
“If this hurricane does strike 
the California coast it would 
be late Monday night or 
early Tuesday” 

The storm was seen mov- 
ing closer to Mexico's 
Pacific coast, to 400 kilo- 
metres southwest of Cabo 
San Lucas by midnight 
Saturday, Mexico's Weather 
Service said. Winds and 
waves from foe storm 
extended 1,000 kilometres 
from foe storm’s centre and 
flooded several Pacific 
states. 

WSC meteorologist Scott 
Yuknis added that Linda 
could also provoke “major 
flooding’’ along foe Baja 
California and California 
coasts. He said Linda could 
reach 720 kilometres south- 
west of San Diego by 
Monday morning. 

California has never been 
hit by a hurricane, although 
in 1939 a tropical storm 
reached foe state's shores, 
he said. 

“So climatologically 
speaking the chances of it 
hitting California are pretty 


slim," Mr. Yuknis said, 

“But something unusual 
could happen, as we have 
already seen the precedent 
of a storm this season hold- 
ing on to its tropical charac- 
teristics." 

He said unusual weather 
patterns stem from this 
year’s El Nino weather phe- 
nomenon, which warms 
surface waters in the South 
Pacific Ocean and has 
spurred catastrophic effects 
on global weather. The last 
El Nino year was 1982- 
1983. 

Weather forecasters said 
warm waters of between 
80.6 degrees Fahrenheit (27 
degrees Celsius) could fuel 
the hurricane and lengthen 
its lifespan. 

But Mexican meteorolo- 
gists said there was little 
danger foe hurricane would 
hit land in Mexico or the 
United States, arguing it 
would continue to veer 
northwest on its current 
path and would weaken 
slightly in intensity. 

“Our forecast is that the 
hurricane will not touch 
ground and will gradually 
weaken off foe coast,” 
Mexican meteorologist 
Martin Pellez said. 

Shipping was restricted in 
the region, foe Mexican 
Weather Service said, 
although Pacific coast pons 
were all open. 


army man 
hails huge 
cuts 

BEUING (R) — China’s 
top military man gave his 
formal approval Saturday to 
a plan by Co mmunis t Party 
Chief Jiang Zemin to slash 
the armed forces by 
500,000 in the next three 
years. 

Liu Huaqing, senior vice- 
chairman of the party’s 
Central Military Commis- 
sion and one of seven mem- 
bers of the all-powerful po- 
litburo Standing Commit- 
tee, voiced his support at a 
panel meeting of delegates 
to the 15fo party congress. 

Mr. Jiang opened the con- 
gress Friday with a 30,000- 
word speech in which he 
announced China would 
pare its 3.1 million strong 
People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) by 500,000 by foe 
turn of foe century. 

Mr. Liu described fob 
reduction “as a major mea- 
sure to strengthen foe quali- 
ty of foe People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA),” foe Xinhua 
News Agency said in a terse 
two-paragraph report 

Chinese party sources say 
Mr. Liu has long been 
fiercely opposed to such 
huge cuts, coming so soon 
after late paramount leader 
Deng Xiaoping cut foe mil- 
itary by nearly 25 per cent 
to 3.1 million soldiers in the 
1980s. 

Mr. Liu, locked for 
months in a tussle with Mr. 
Jiang to retain his politburo 
position, has apparently lost 
that struggle as well as a 
battle to win appointments 
at the top of the party for his 
own men. the sources said. 

Mr. Jiang, who is chair- 
man of the powerful Central 
Military Commission, is 
determined to remove the 
81-year-old Liu from the 
politburo at this week’s con- 
gress, replacing him with 
one of his own proteges, 
they said 

Mr. Jiang’s favoured can- 
didate to replace Mr. Liu on 
foe Standing Committee if a 
seat is left open for the mil- 
itary would be Zhang Wan- 
nian, also a vice-chairman 
of the Military Commis- 
sion. 

Mr. Liu told other military 
delegates to the congress 
Saturday that China would 
strive to improve scientific 
research in defence, Xinhua 
said. 

Mr Jiang said his aim 
with the huge array cuts was 
to forge a leaner and mean- 
er fighting machine. 

The army “should adhere 
to the strategy of active 
defence, improve its quality 
and take the road of fewer 
but better troops with 
Chinese characteristics.” 
Mr. Jiang said. 



Former Massachusetts Governor W illiam Weld talks to 
colleagues after a meeting by the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee on the topic of Mr. Weld’s nomi- 
nation for ambassador to Mexico by President Clinton 
(Reuter photo) 

Helms rejects 
Weld hearing; 
nomination stuck 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
dispute over the post of U.S. 
ambassador to Mexico 
brought high drama to foe 
U.S. Senate Friday when 
conservative Jesse Helms 
stonewalled attempts to get 
a nomination hearing for 
fellow Republican William 
Weld, President Bill 
Clinton’s choice for the job. 

Sen. Helms, chairman of 
the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, spent 
most of a 30-minute “spe- 
cial meeting” of foe panel 
criticising the news media, 
fellow senators and Mr. 
Weld, a moderate former 
governor of Massachusetts. 

Mr. Weld later told 
reporters that Sen. Helms 
was acting like a despoL 
The White House said Mr. 
Clinton would look for new 
ways to circumvent Sen. 
Helms, who says Mr. Weld 
is too soft on drugs to serve 
as ambassador in a drug- 
exporting country. 

The dispute divides the 
Republican Party and high- 
lights foe way foe Repub- 
lican-dominated Senate can 
complicate the administra- 
tion’s foreign policy. 

Mr. Clinton met Mr. Weld 
Friday “to assure (him) that 
we’re going to continue to 
press hard to see if we can’t 
find some way for the 
Senate to move ahead in a 
way that clearly most sena- 
tors want to move,2 said- 
white House spokesman 
Mike McCuny. 

The president appealed to 
Senate majority leader Trent 
Lott to overrule Sen. Helms. 
With lightning speed he 
received Sen. Lott’s 
response — the Weld nomi- 
nation should be withdrawn. 

“All I have ever asked for 
is a fair hearing and an tip or 
down vote on a man I feel is 
very qualified." Mr. Clinton 
said at a White House cere- 
mony to announce foe nom- 
ination of Dr. David Satcher 
as U.S. Surgeon General. 

Strong words flew in all 
directions. Sen. Helms 
attacked Mr. Weld and foe 
media, Mr. Weld and sym- . 
pathetic Democrats attacked 
Sen. Helms, 

“What Mr. Weld appears 


to be threatening is that 
unless his nomination to 
Mexico is moved, he will 
begin a war within the 
Republican Party. Let him 
try,” said Sen. Helms. 

Mr. Weld, speaking out- 
side the hearing room later, 
retorted: “It seemed that the 
Senator was set to show that 
foe Senate is a despotic 
institution... People out 
there on main street are not 
going to understand” Mr. 
Weld added that he would 
continue to study Spanish to 
prepare for the Mexico post. 

California Senator Dianne 
Feinstein said: “In four and 
a half years in the Senate, 
this is foe first time I have 
felt ashamed to be a mem- 
ber of foe body. It did not 
take place according to 
democratic principles.” 

“He (Sen. Helms) is out of 
bounds, out of line and out 
of touch. The American 
people are sick and tired of 
this kind of backroom polit- 
ical tactic,” Senator Edward 
Kennedy, a Massachusetts 
Democrat, said in a state- 
ment. 

Sen. Lott attacked Mr. 
Weld’s handling of the 
internal party squabble and 
repeated the argument that 
Mr. Weld was too soft on 
illegal drugs. Mr. Weld had 
spoken in favour of marijua- 
na -for -mexhcixial- purposes - 
and of needle programmes 
to stop addicts spreading 
disease. 

“The heavy-handed, and 
personally negative cam- 
paign waged by Mr. Weld 
for that position has demon- 
strated foe need for a more 
able and more astute 
appointee to that post,” Sen. 
Lott said. 

In one of foe most theatri- 
cal events seen in foe Senate 
in years. Sen. Helms domi- 
nated foe Senate meeting 
forced by Mr. Weld support- 
ers and gavelled down their 
requests to speak. Ul- 
timately, they took their 
case to a Senate hallway 
amid a frenzy of television 
cameras, reporters, and 
staff. 


Cambodian resistance 
commander denies he is 
seeking asylum abroad 

PHNOM PENH (AEPV — The iop military cp^nfe 
loyal to deposed Cambodian co-Premier Prince Norodom' 
Ranariddh denied Saturday that he and his senior Eea- . 
tenants were seeking asylum abroad. 

General Nhiek Bun Chhay, the chief of staff of th e 
prince's resistance movement, said reports that he and foe 
others wanted to flee to Australia were designed to “mis- 
lead” the national and international community. 

“Neither myself nor General Khan Savouen nor 1 the ofoer 
two have any intention of living in Australia or any ofoer 
country,” Gen. Nhiek Bun Chhay said in a statement faxed 
to news organisations. 

“(We) will continue to lead the struggle against the dicta- 
torial regime and genocide of ( Second Prime Minister) 
Hun Sen until our country. Cambodia, has human rights 
protection and real democracy.” 

Mr. Hun Sen effectively deposed Prince Ranariddh in 
fierce fighting in foe capital in July and has since been 
attempting to dislodge the prince’s forces from their last 
bastion of O' Smach on foe Thai-Cambodian border. 

Local newspapers, citing Phnom Penh officials, have 
reported that Gen. Nhiek Bun Chhay and top, deputies 
Khan Savoeun. Serey Kosal and Lay Virak have applied to 
foe government for passports so they can seek Asylum in 
Australia. j 

The officials have claimed the commanders and their 
men are tired of fighting and want to lay ddwn their 

weapons. - | 

But mili tary analysts, noting that ill four meh already 
held passports, say the reports are more likely designed to 
discourage the resistance which has held tenacioisly to its 
last stronghold. j 

“Hun Sen and the government are more tha)i a little 
annoyed that they have not yet been able to capture O’ 
Smach," said one. ‘They apparently feel that a little psy- 
chological warfare may help.” 

Gen. Nhiek Bun Chhay ’s statement, which earned the 
letterhead of the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces and was 
said to have been written in O’ Smach, was faxed from the 
neighbouring Thai province of Surin. 1 

Meanwhile, Cambodia’s King Norodom Sihanouk has 
turned down a suggestion from Prince Ranariddh, his son, 
to go to the U.N. General Assembly session in place of Mr. 
Hun Sen. 

King Sihanouk has already approved Mr. Hun Sen and 
the prince's replacement, Ung Huot, as Cambodian repre- 
sentatives at assembly session opening Tuesday. 

T will not allow myself to go to the U.N. in place of... 
Hun Sen and... Ung Huot who would not miss reproaching . 
me for repudiating my own signature which I put on their 
letter of accreditation ” the king said in an interview with 
staff from his own bulletin. 

A copy of the interview was released by the palace 
Saturday. 

King Sihanouk said Mr. Hun Sen and Mr. Ung Huot 
would accuse him of violating the constitution if he were to 
go to foe United Nations instead of the government delega- 
tion. 

Prince Ranariddh claimed legitimacy to represent 
Cambodia at the world body and was infuriated when King 
Sihanouk approved credentials for Mr. Hun Sen and his 
delegation. 

The king later said although he still regarded Prince 
Ranariddh as a legitimate prime minister, he had no choice 
but to sign government decrees and ofoer documents while 
he was in the country. 

The prince then suggested a way out of foe wrangle was 
for King Sihanouk to go to New York instead of either Mr. 
Hun Sen or Prince Ranariddh. 

A senior U.N. official said Thursday the United Nations’ 
Credentials Committee would decide Thursday or Friday 
who would officially represent Cambodia at the assembly 
session. 

Cambodia’s U.N. representative Prince Sisowath Sirirafo, 
a supporter of Prince Ranariddh, said in New York Friday 
he hoped the Assembly’s Credentials Committee would 
defer action on his country’s contested U.N. seat; 

If the committee defers action, foe present situation 
would continue, with Prince Sisowath rem ainin g as 
Cambodia's U.N. envoy. 

Doctors cut off woman’s 
head, then screw it back 


LONDON (R) — A doctor 
in Britain has cut off a 
woman's head in a pioneer- 
ing operation and screwed it 
back on again. The patient 
survived. 

Bridget Fudgell was oper- 
ated on to correct a crippling 
condition which meant her 
face pointed permanently 
downwards, newspapers 
reported Saturday. 

In a 17-hour operation, 
surgeon Steve Gill detached 
the 36-year-old former sec- 
retary’s head from her spinal 
column, leaving it connected 
by just the spinal chord, key 
blood vessels and foe skin at 
ffle front of her neck. 

Dr. Gill then cut a wedge 
out of the base of her skull 
and the top vertebra before 


fixing her head balck with a 
metal plate and two screws, 
leaving her looking forward. 

Ms. Fudgell suffers from a 
bone condition called anky- 
losing spondylitis, a 
rheumatic condition which 
progressively fuses bones in 
foe spine together. 

But after she broke her 
neck in a fall four years ago 
her head became fixed fac- 
ing down. 

Ms. Fudgell said she was 
petrified after hearing details 
of foe surgery, but thanked 
Dr. Gill for changing her 
life. 

Dr. Gill did foejoperatiem 

in February but only pre- 
sented it at fo£ British 
Society of Neurosurgeons 
last week. j 


Comoros forms transitional body to resolve crisis 


MORONI (AFP) — Co- 
moran President Moham- 
mad Taki Abdul Karim has 
set up a transitional body Lo 
replace the government he 
dissolved amid a crisis 
sparked by a successful sep- 
aratist uprising, a statement 
said. 

The State Transition Com- 
mission will include three 
representatives from the 
breakaway island of An- 
jouan and two from foe 
smaller island of Moheli, 
which backs Anjouan's bid 
for succession, foe commu- 
nique released late Friday 
said. 

Mr. Taki dissolved the 
government of foe Indian 
Ocean republic and as- 
sumed full powers Wednes- 


day after a failed military 
operation last week to put 
down insurrection on An- 
jouan. 

The 300 troops he sent to 
foe island ran into stiff 
armed opposition from sep- 
aratist activists and civil- 
ians. The government 
denied reports from rebels 
and non-governmental orr 
ganisations that around 40 
of foe soldiers died and 
insist only one soldier was 
killed in foe operation. 

The commission will only 
include two members of foe 
dissolved government; Fi- 
nance Minister Mohammad 
Ali Soilihi and Education 
Minister Mauzawoir Ab- 
dallah. 

Mr. Abdallah, who was 


recently sent to negotiate Separatists on the island 5 
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Shared vision for peace 

DURING HER first visit to the 
Kingdom as secretary of state, 
Madeleine Albright and the Jordanian 
leadership will today have the opportu- 
nity to explore avenues to further 
cement the excellent ties that have devel- 
oped between the two countries in the 
past few years, a result of the personal 
and friendly relations that His Majesty 
King Hussein and President Bill Clinton 
have nurtured. 

Jordan, which values its long-standing 
ties with the U.S. and prides itself on 
being a friend of the American people, 
will want to impress on Secretary 
Albright its unfaltering commitment to 
the attainment of a just and comprehen- 
sive peace in the Middle East Not only 
will Jordan offer its sincere and good 
advice to its American friend, but will 
strive to do all it can to further the cause 
of peace. To do that, a strong and stable 
Jordan is an essential ingredient for 
peace-making and peace-building in the 
region. 

We were heartened and grateful in this 
regard to hear President Clinton tell 
Ambassador Marwan Muasher that the 
U.S. and Jordan “share a common strat- 
egy for regional peace and cooperation” 
and that the U.S. will “support 
(Jordan’s) legitimate security and eco- 
nomic needs.” 

Jordan is aware and willing to play its 
full role in the region. Yet the Kingdom 
is fully aware of the dangers inherent in 
the lack of progress on other peace 
fronts. While Jordan appreciates the 
U.S. determination to pursue peace in 
the Middle East, it also is aware of the 
many dangers that loom on the horizon 
if the process continues to falter because 
of the procrastination on both sides of 
the Arab-Israeli divide. While commit- 
ting itself to fighting terrorism and 
fanaticism in all its forms, the Kingdom 
hopes that Israel at the same time will 
fight its own brand of fanatics who 
would deny the Palestinians their politi- 
cal rights. 

Jordan will continue in collaboration 
with the U.S. and all peace-loving 
nations to pursue peace for its own peo- 
ple and others. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for AI Ra'i Saturday paid tribute to Mother 
Theresa who, he said, has drawn the attention of mil- 
lions during her life, as she is doing now in her death. 
Sultan Hattab said that the whole world of different 
faiths, Muslims. Buddhists and Christians alike, are tak- 
ing pun in mother Theresa's funeral to express their 
respect and in recognition of her great deeds to help the 
poorest of the poor. Mother Theresa was never satisfied 
with prayers to God to help the poor, she spent her 
whole life practically serving and helping the poor, the 
sick and the rejected, noted the writer. He said Mother 
Theresa, who won the Nobel peace prize for her great 
service to mankind, had no armies but was able to con- 
quer the hearts of hundreds of millions of people 
through her dedication to serving the poor. From Iran to 
Europe, delegations have flocked to Calcutta to pay 
tribute to this great woman who. said the writer, stands 
out as a symbol of humanity and love of mankind. The 
writer said that the world, which abounds with misery 
and poor and rejected people, is in dire need of the like 
of Mother Theresa who, he said, can offer real service 
to mankind without expecting anything in return. 

REFLECTING ON the outcome of the U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright’s tour of the Middle East, a 
writer for Al Dustour said since the first day of her visit 
to the region, the U.S. secretary voiced her country's 
absolute support for Israel's military superiority over 
that of the Arab Nation. Oreib Rintawi said that Ms. 
Albright failed to achieve the minimum requirements of 
her mission, that is to convince the Israelis and the 
Palestinians to resume their negotiations. The writer 
said it is to be noted that the U.S. secretary did criticise 
the continued building of Jewish settlement on Arab ter- 
ritory but this criticism was expressed in very timid and 
shy words and her talks with the two parties did not 
cover the root cause of the Middle East issue but rather 
focused on .security matters: that is why her mission 
achieved almost nothing so far, according to the writer. 
He said it is regrettable to see the U.S. secretary pay 
more attention, during her tour, to the convening of the 
Doha summit than to the important task of helping this 
region achieve a comprehensive peace. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse By Dr. Fahed fm* 

'Job security breeds inefficiency' 


THE SO-CALLED “job security'’, whether in the public 
or private sectors or in non-profit organisations, is a dan- 
gerous guarantee which breeds inefficiency, prevents 
good performance and eliminates flexibility and mobili- 
ty in the labour market 

When a secretary-general in a ministry or a general 
manager in a company decide to get rid of a member of 
the staff due to his or her unsatisfactory performance, 
they will be met with stiff resistance from the public 
opinion and from pressure groups. The act will be 
described as unfair, if not outrageous, the expelled 
employee may go to the court and receive a favourable 
verdict, in which case he will be reinstated in his job and 
receive his pay for the year or more he/she was without 
work and nobody would care about proper management 
and the spirit of cooperation between the employee and 
his superiors. 

The outcry against administrative firing is a sort of 
hypocrisy. Those who object, claim that they sympathise 
with the fired person in an environment of unemploy- 
ment But they know that the department or company 
concerned will soon appoint a replacement The new 
appointee may have a larger family to support and more 
difficult situation. They also know for sure that keeping 


in place a bad employee means depriving a qualified 
person of employment Of course, replacing the unwant- 
ed staff will better serve the interests of die company, 
assuming that the responsible manager is concerned 
about efficiently running his department or company. 
Prejudice of managers should not be taken for granted. 

Even if we tolerate the protection of labourers and 
low-grade employees because they can cause little harm, 
we should not tolerate the protection and job security of 
managers and senior staff who should be protected only 
by their personal competence and the need for their 
expertise, and should not be allowed to just secure fat 
salaries for themselves at the end of every month, irre- 
spective of their productivity or lack of it 

If for some reason or another an under-secretary of a 
ministry becomes unwanted, his minister sends him to 
become an advisor at the Prime Ministry. He accepts to 
stay there for a year or more doing nothing, because 
advisors in the prime-ministry are never consulted. Yet. 
when the government finally makes the right decision to 
relieve him of his duties, he most likely complains and 
appeals to the sense of justice of the highest authorities 
in the country instead of being embarrassed for having 
used public funds (in the form of salary) one month after 


another while doing nothing and failing to resign and 
look for another job. 

An employee who is fired from his job does not usual- 
ly have a future if he stays on against the will of his boss. 
Chances are that he will have a better future somewhere 
else. Dismissing an unwanted employee may be good 
for the business, and good for him as well. Firing is the 
other side of appointing someone else who is better. 

A minister is accountable for his entire ministry 
towards the Parliament. The general manager, likewise, 
is responsible for the management of his entire compa- 
ny towards the board of directors or the shareholders. 
Both have the right and the duty to get the right assis- 
tants to implement their policies and carry out their deci- 
sions. If they have no say in choosing the team which 
will help them then, they should not be held responsible 
for the outcome and shortcomings. Responsibility is 
proportionate to freedom of action. 

Job security is the legitimate cause of inefficiency. It 
works as an incentive for incompetence and discourages 
hard work. It allows the unfit to remain entrenched in a 
sensitive job. It is a guaranteed prescription for failure in 
government and private enterprises. 


Principles for final status should address Israeli, Palestinian concerns 


By Gershoo Baskin 

The writer is Israeli Director 
of the Israel/Palestine Centre 
for Research and 
Information. He contributed 
this article to the Jordan 
Times: 

THE VIOLENCE and terror 
of the recent past should 
have been expected Israeli 
security experts had warned 
the government that without 
political and/or economic 
progress in the Palestinian 
territories, violence should 
be expected The direct 
responsibility for the vio- 
lence falls on the Hamas and 
the Islamic Jihad However, 
the leaders of both sides 
have contributed to the 
return of the spirit of conflict 
to our region. Those who 
preach against the peace 
process in words and in 
deeds, should they succeed 
in killing the process alto- 
gether, will be directly 
responsible for a wave of 
violence and terror of the 
likes yet unknown to this 
area. 

No. This is not peace. 
Peace and terror cannot 
coexist. The enemies of 
peace are many and the her- 
itage of war, hatred and fear 
make it difficult for all of us 
to adopt a mentality of 
peace. We, Israelis and 
Palestinians alike, respond to 
each other in a language of 
hostility. We call upon our 
suffering to strengthen our 
faith in our own justice and 
in the belief that we possess 
all of the truth. We approach 
each other without attempt- 
ing to understand the basic 
needs and challenges facing 
the other side. 

The only way to achieve 
peace and security is to 
begin to develop new strate- 
gic relations based upon 
cooperation and mutuality. 
Ending the peace process 
will bring about a total end 
to tiie possibility of security 
cooperation btfween the 
sides. 'Taking back the secu- 
rity' by sending Israeli 
troops into Palestinian areas 
will not enhance Israel's 
security — quite the oppo- 
site. Only by reaching a joint 
strategic vision and translat- 
ing it into real policies will 
we raise the level of security 
for Israel and for the 
Palestinian as well. 

Despite the all too clear 
weaknesses of Yasser Arafat, 
it is with him that Israel must 
find a modus vivendi. Israel 
must understand that agree- 
ments devoid of national 
honour will not endure. 
Arrogance is not the lan- 
guage of peace making. 
Reconciliation will not be 
achieved by unilateral steps 
undertaken by either side. 

What should the sides do 
now? Netanyahu and Arafat 
must meet immediately in 
closed sessions, and for 
many hours. Both men must 
declare the final and total 
end of all violence, physical 
and verbal. Both must com- 
mit themselves to enter con- 
tinuous and intensive negoti- 
ations, aimed at resolving all 
the open items in the interim 
agreement and on final status 
issues in parallel. Both of 
them must make a commit- 
ment not to undertake any 
unilateral acts. Both men 
must understand that failure 
to undertake such measures 
will bring to the region a 
new round of violence and 
terror which could easily go 


beyond die immediate 
boundaries. 


These proposals 
do not talk about 
justice and they 
fall short of being 
the best solution, 
but they are all in 
the realm of what 
/ believe to be pos- 
sible . These are 
my own thoughts 
and many of them 
are not ideas 
which I am " mar- 
ried to", but 
rather ideas for 
further explo- 
ration. 


The main, task of any 
leader is to protect the lives 
and welfare of their citizens. 
Muscle flexing may serve 
the ego but it does not 
defend human lives. Israel 
must exploit its strength as 
an asset in its efforts to 
achieve peace. The security 
of Israel is not only mea- 
sured by the strength of the 
Israeli army but also by the 
measure of security felt by 
the Palestinians. Israel must 
begin to see that the best way 
to serve its own security 
interests is by creating solu- 
tions which serve the joint 
security interests of both 
sides. Only when Israel and 
the Palestinians succeed in 
creating joint and mutual 
interests will they really 
begin to understand the 
terms “peace and security”. 

For Israel, the main con- 
sideration is always security. 
For the Palestinians, the 
main consideration is their 
need for national honour and 
identity. The more the 
Palestinians feel secure in 
their national identity, the 
more Israel will feel secure. ■ 

Israel and many Israelis 
measure their national hon- 
our and pride in a converse 
relationship to the national 
honour and pride of the 
Palestinians. This relation- 
ship does a great injustice to 
the strength of the people of 
Israel and the state of Israel. 
Israel needs mainly to pre- 
vent terrorism and violence. 
The Palestinians will only 
really be partners in that 
struggle after it identifies 
with their own national inter- 
ests. Real security will only 
be achieved when the 
Palestinians will be enabled 
to have the political will to 
fight against the enemies of 
peace, because then, if they 
fail to fight against them, 
they will have too much to 
lose. Both sides must learn 
that joint and mutual inter- 
ests are more important than 
the narrow, singular interests 
of either side alone. 

The time factor is crucial. 
There is an Israeli interest to 
make rapid compromises 
with the Palestinians on cer- 
tain issues instead of spread- 
ing out the negotiations in 
favor of an agreement which 
might be (or might not be) 
better for Israel. The final 
status negotiations will be 
difficult aud complicated. 
The issues in conflict are so 
complex that it would be 


worthwhile for the sides to 
agree to certain principles 
from the outset: 

1. The Palestinians must be 
full and equal partners in the 
negotiations. 

2. The negotiations must 
achieve final agreements and 
not a series of additional 
interim arrangements. 

3. The agreement must 
bring about good and open 
neighbourly relations based 
on cooperation and not on 
closure and total separation. 

4. Israel must be sincerely 
interested and determined to 
aid the Palestinian economic 
development and growth. 
This must be translated into 
actual policies which will 
aid rapid and intensive 
development plans. 

5. The agreements must 
answer Israel's real needs for 
security and Palestinians' 
real needs for national iden- 
tity and honour as members 
of the community of nations. 

6. Israel must demand and 
encourage the Palestinians to 
develop a true democratic 
regime. This is an Israeli and 
a Palestinian interest 

The adoption of these prin- 
ciples, together with an atti- 
tude of “good will” and 
mutual respect will help the 
sides to reach healthy and 
long-lasting agreements. In 
order to get out of the mud 
that the sides are sinking in 
right now, Israel should 
agree, pro-actively to the 
principle of Palestinian state- 
hood. The establishment of a 
Palestinian state alongside 
that of Israel is almost the 
only practical result which 
can come out of the peace 
process. It is in Israel's inter- 
est to declare this from the 
start Only after accepting 
this principle will it be possi- 
ble to focus on the funda- 
mental issues and Israel's 
fears regarding Palestinian 
statehood. Only after the 
principle of Palestinian state- 
hood is accepted will die 
Palestinians be capable and 
ready to discuss the limita- 
tions on their sovereignty. If 
the leaders of Israel are will- 
ing to declare their readiness 
for the establishment of a 
Palestinian state, the current 
deadlock would surely end 
and the sides could move 
ahead with real peace mak- 
ing. 

There is no suggestion 
here that the real fears of 
Israel regarding a Palestinian 
state should be ignored. 
Following are some of these 
fears and possible ways to 
answer them: 

1. A sovereign Palestinian 
state has the right to estab- 
lish an army with artillery, 
an air force and a navy. A 
Palestinian state would also 
have sovereignty over its air- 
space. A Palestinian artillery 
force could easily hit at any 
target in Israel. The 
Palestinian state could estate 
lish military industries pro- 
ducing goods such as 
Katyusha missiles and even 
non -conventional weapons. 
Even factories for simple 
ammunition could endanger 
Israel’s security. 

2. An independent 
Palestinian state would have 
full control over its borders. 
For Israel there are two main 
concerns — 1) the importa- 
tion of weapons and explo- 
sives, and 2) the uncon- 
trolled entry of hundreds and 
thousands of Palestinian 
returnees and personae non 
grata. This would threaten 
the potential economic sta- 


bility of tire Palestinian state 
and Israel would have to face 
the probable leakage of 
thousands of Palestinians 
entering Israel illegally: this 
would be the implementa- 
tion of the Palestinian right 
of return through a back 
door, which is perceived by 
Israel as an existential threat. 

3. An independent 
Palestinian state can enter 
into strategic and defensive 
alliances with third countries 
which are not at peace with 
Israel. 

4. An independent 
Palestinian state would have 
control over its natural 
resources. Palestinian con- 
trol over the water resources 
could bring about over- 
pumping or the polluting of 
the water through inefficient 
or inadequate environmental 
policies which would endan- 
ger Israel's water resources. 

Proposed solutions aimed 
at answering Israel's legiti- 
mate fears are based on the 
principle of healthy and effi- 
cient cooperation between 
two equal partners. The 
Palestinian state must adopt 
by treaty and in its constitu- 
tion the principle of demili- 
tarisation. Just as in Austria, 
by treaty, and in Costa Rica, 
by constitutional decision, 
the Palestinian state must be 
a state without an army. This 
is not only vital in order to 
reach peace, it is also in the 
Palestinians' interest so jhat 
they can invest their rev- 
enues in economic develop- 
ment and not in their army. 
The Palestinians will also 
have to agree to some form 
of third-party observers who 
would report to international 
and Israeli bodies on 
Palestinian compliance with 
the decision of non-militari- 
sation. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
must agree that the right of 
return of Palestinian 
refugees will be solved 
mostly within the Palestinian 
state. Israel should offer its 
expertise in the absorption of 
new comers as well as in 
leading an international 
effort to raise funds for 
refugee resettlement in order 
to provide housing and jobs. 
It must be understood that 
Israel will not absorb the 
returnees in Israel proper 
and that leakage into Israel 
proper will not be tolerated. 
Understanding this in 
advance of tire problem will 
help deal with it once it 
occurs. 

The Palestinians should 
agree to some kind of inter- 
national supervision, agree- 
able to Israel, on its ports of 
entry. The danger of the 
importation of weapons and 
explosives is too severe 
while there are still too many 
people willing to take their 
own lives (and the lives of 
many other innocent people) 
in order to derail the peace 
process. There is a real dan- 
ger that the closer we get to 
real peace the more desper- 
ate the enemies of peace will 
become. Therefore, there 
must be an efficient and 
trustworthy mechanism for 
the supervision of the ports 
of entiy. 

The Palestinians must 
understand that entering into 
defensive or strategic 
alliances with states at war 
with Israel will be interpret- 
ed as a breach of the Israeli- 
Palestinian treaty and, there- 
fore, will not be tolerated. 
On the other hand, the 
Palestinian state could play 


an important and positive 
role in trying to bring other 
Arab states into the peace 
camp. 

Water resources must be 
under joint control and man- 
agement There must be 
mech anis ms for cooperation 
and for joint decision mak- 
ing. 

There is no doubt that the 
limitati ons which are sug- 
gested here reduce the 
nature of Palestinian sover- 
eignty. It may be that these 
limitations are not accept- 
able to the Palestinians. 
Israel holds the primary 
asset which Pales tinians , 
would like to attain — the 
possibility of establishing 
their state — and only Israel 
can enable this. In order to 
attain this asset, the 
Palestinians will have to vol- 


untarily give up pieces of 
their sovereignty. They must 
do this in order to answer 
Israel's fears which are 
based on generations of 
bloody conflict. 

Accepting the recommen- 
dations above would lead to 
a breakthrough in the 
Middle East peace process. 
Both sides know that they 
have to make compromises 
in order to achieve peace. 
While each side is waiting 
for the other side to take the 
first step, many people are 
suffering. Responsible lead- 
ers should look beyond their 
own egos and take bold 
steps. Both sides must 
understand that this is the 
path to achieving peace now 
and peace for the genera- 
tions to come. 


LETTERS 


Tell it as it is 

To the Editor: 

AS AN intelligent person and an experienced diplomat, 
Madeleine Albright surely understands the reasons for 
the shattered peace process. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, from the first, came out of his 
comer swinging. There is hardly a person out here who 
has kind feelings for him. If he has convinced the U.S. 
secretary of state that the main problem for him is secu- 
rity for Israel, then we would grant that he is correcL 
But the crux of the matter is “why” Israeli security is so 
threatened. The answer is that Netanyahu has, from the 
beginning, set out to destroy the Oslo accords and show 
only contempt for the Palestinian people. He is the kind 
of man that makes even pacifists want to smack him: 
how much more people who are living in desperation? 

The official Likud response to Ms. Albright's sugges- 
tion that they should make a temporary “halt” in settle- 
ment activity should trip off all kinds of alarms in the 
minds of the American leaders: “To freeze settlement 
activity is to stop our life.” It does not take a secretary 
of state to see where the main problem is in all of this. 

We hope Ms. Albright does aot go back to 
Washington and report back to President Clinton “secu- 
rity, security, violence ” This is a tiresome refrain and 
only plays into the hands of the Israeli propaganda. 

The secretary of state should tell it like it is when she 
goes back to Washington. 

Bob Robertson, 
Amman . 


Two wrongs make just that 

To the Editor: 

MADELEINE ALBRIGHT says “there is no moral 
equivalence between killing people and building hous- 
es. That sounds right, but is it? History has shown that 
lesser wrongs committed by governments are more 
dangerous than greater wrongs committed by individu- 
als. 

For example, in February 1936. David Frankfurter, a 
Jewish medical student, murdered Wilhelm Gustloff, 
the Nazi representative in Switzerland. And in 
November 1938, a seventeen-year-old Jewish boy 

unloaded a pistol full of bullets into a German diplomat 
in France. 

It was wrong for Herschel Grynszpan to murder Ernst 
vom Rath in retribution for the German government's 
decision to deport Polish Jews back to Poland, but even 
if Grynszpan and Frankfurter were helped by the Paris- 
based International League Against Antisemitism, as 
seems likely, compared to what the German govern- 
ment was doing to Jews, their greater wrong was a less- 
er evil. ° 

Evil i$ committed when wrong is put forth as right by 
government decree, and when injustice is declared leg 3 ! 
in courts of law. When the government of Israel takes 
the land of people it does not represent, or demolishes 
then homes as punishment for crimes that they did not 
commit, or retracts their right to live in the city where 
they were bom, or holds them in prison without chat? - 
tng them with a crime, it commits evil. 

1 1 asser Arafat has surely abetted terrorism in his time,, 
but that does not mean that the U.S. administration 
should abet evil. By doing that, our leaders could soil 
every American. 

JohnHsrtij® 

jhartung@netmail.hscbklyu^ 
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Children’s language is indication 
of their overall development 
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By Nahla Y. Lahleh 

THROUGH THE first 
three years parents live 
every first thing with their 
children: their first smile, 
their first step and their first 
word. Each of these first 
things will develop togeth- 
er to form a whole person, a 
unique character who could 
talk, walk, interact and 
communicate effectively. 

As the parents enjoy 
these events, they should 
also watch when and how 
they take place: it is one of 
the parents’ responsibilities 
to watch the language 
development of their child. 

Through the first six 
months, the child should be 
able to produce different 
sounds accompanied by a 
social smile. There is cause 
for concern if the child 
does not develop any lan- 


guage by the age of one 
year. Usually the child 
should be able to produce 
his first word before com- 
pleting his first year and 
gradually improve his lan- 
guage; then he/she will be 
able to name many com- 
mon objects in his environ- 
menL 

It is estimated that com- 
munication disorders, 
including speech, language 
and hearing, affect one in 
every ten people in the 
United States. 

Parents should compare 
the child's communication 
skills, at every stage, with 
those of his/her peers or 
siblings within the same 
age group. The child is con- 
sidered delayed when 
he/she is noticeably behind 
his/her age group in the 
acquisition and or produce 
non of speech and or lan- 


guage skills. 

Usually children be gin 
putting words together into 
longer utterances about 
seven months after produc- 
ing their first word. While 
producing these utterances, 
they make grammatical 
mistakes and produce some 
sounds incorrectly, 

although this should not 
prevent a successful verbal 
communication with oth- 
ers. At this stage, parents 
should give time to the 
child to form his sentence, 
be patient and not interrupt 
his speech — accepting all 
the mistakes — show con- 
cern and pay attention to 
the child. 

If the child shows little 
interest in communicating 
with others, has a poor 
social interaction and is 
behind his age group, par- 
ents should not wait till he 


grows up; then it will be 
too late. 

By the age of five, the 
child should master his lan- 
guage. True, be cannot talk 
about the rules of language, 
but he uses these rules and 
applies them in story 
telling, singing and all 
other verbal activities. 

If this does not appear in 
the child’s language, par- 
ents should seek the advice 
of a speech and language 
pathologist who could eval- 
uate the child’s language 
and decide whether profes- 
sional help is needed or 
whether the child could go 
on developing die language 
with parents’ assistance. 

9 

The writer is a speech and 
language pathologist. She 
contributed this article to 
the Jordan Times. 
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(Continued From page 1) 

forget that without Egypt there would have been no peace 
process, no Madrid, no Camp David, no Oslo and no hand- 
shake on the White House lawn," she said, before shaking 
hands with Mr. Mubarak. 

"I look forward to a future where we can shake many hands 
over the peace process.” Ms. Albright said. 

The historic handshake between Mr. Arafat and former 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin on the White House 
lawn exactly four years ago marked the signing of the Oslo 
peace accords. 

Ms. Albright failed however to get an Egyptian commitment 
for high-level participation at a regional economic conference 
set to take place in Qatar in November. 

Mr. Mubarak linked Egypt’s attendance to progress in the 
peace process. 

I Ms. Albright also failed to narrow the gap between Syria 
and Israel during talks late Friday in Damascus with Syrian 
President Hafez Assad. 

A senior U.S. official said there was “still a pretty significant 
gap” between Syria and Israel and that there had been no fun- 
damental change in the positions of either country. 

President Assad told Ms. Albright during talks in Damascus 
Friday Syria was still committed to make peace with Israel but 
renewed conditions for resuming the negotiations broken over 
a year ago. 

'Talks l with Israel] should resume from the point where 
they left off [with the previous Labour-led Israeli govern- 
ment J." Mr. Assad’s spokesman Jubran Kourieh quoted the 
president as telling Ms. .Albright during a four-hour meeting. 

"President Assad reiterated Syria’s commitment to achieve 
a just and comprehensive peace on the basis of the Madrid 
conference. Security Council resolutions and the Iand-for- 
peace principle.” Mr. Kourieh said. 

Ms. Albright, making her first tour of the region since tak- 
ing office eight months ago, discussed with Mr. Assad how to 
revive the stalled Syrian -Israeli negotiations, he said. 

"Both reviewed efforts being exerted to revive the peace 
process on all tracks and the position of each of the parties 
concerned." Mr. Kourieh said. 

Syria says the previous Israeli government agreed during 
talks with Damascus to withdraw fully from the Golan 
Heights, occupied by Israel since the 1967 Middle East war. 

But Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, who was 
elected in May 1996 after vowing not to withdraw- from the 
occupied Arab lands, said negotiations should start from the 
zero point. 

Syria strongly condemned Mr. Netanyahu’s stand and said 
no talks would be held until he changed’ his policies. 

U S. officials said Ms. Albright's talks with Mr. Assad were 
'exploratory.’ No further U.S. comment was immediately 
available. Foreign Minister Farouq Sharaa and Syria’s 
Ambassador to Washington Walid Mualiem attended the 
Assad-Albright meeting at the presidential place, Mr. Kourieh 
said. 

Also present was U.S. special Middle East peace envoy 
Dennis Ross. 

Meanwhile. Palestinian President Yasser Arafat on Saturday 
praised the mission by Ms. Albright but warned that war is 
still possible if the peace process is not pm back on track. “We 
look favourably on the positions which Ms. Albright 
expressed, particularly her emphasis on peace accords and her 
refusal of Israeli unilateral acts,” Mr. Arafat told journalists in 
the West Bank town of Ramallah. 

But he said Ms. Albright "did not bring any new ideas." 

Ms. Albright finished her three-day visit to Israel and the 
Palestinian territories on Friday without bridging the gap 
between Israeli security demands and Palestinian demands for 
a halt in Jewish settlement expansion. 
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Mutawi hails Albright efforts 


(Continued from page Ij 

that a meeting between 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy and senior 
Palestinian negotiator Mah- 
moud \bbas would take 
place in New York, with the 
participation of Ms. 
Albright. 

‘‘These positive steps 
resulting from her visit 
strike an optimistic note." 


Dr. Mutawi said. 

Dr. Mutawi said that dur- 
ing her meetings with Jor- 
danian officials, “Jordan 
will outline our clear posi- 
tion regarding the best 
ways of puning the peace 
process back on track, par- 
ticularly the Palesrinian- 
lsraeli irack.” 

He added that Jordan 
believes that “implement- 
ing the agreement signed 


[with the Palestinians] is a 
must to bring the peace 
process back on track." 

He also told reporters that 
Palestinian presidential 
envoy Saeb Erekat, the 
minister of local govern- 
ment in the PNA cabinet, 
will arrive here Sunday to 
brief Jordanian officials on 
the outcome of Ms. 
Albright’s efforts. 

During her two-day visit 


to Jordan, the U.S. official 
will inaugurate a “humani- 
tarian” project which was 
sponsored by the U.S. gov- 
ernment in Amman, Dr. 
Mutawi said. He did not 
elaborate. 

Ms. Albright will arrive in 
Amman Sunday after meet- 
ing with Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) foreign 
ministers in Saudi Arabia, 


Ensour urges weeklies to adjust to law 


(Continued from page I) 

concerning the weeklies 
financial status. 

“We were astonished to 
receive notification from 
The PPD on August 27. 1997 
demanding that we finan- 
cially adjust to the provi- 
sions of the law though we 
have already supplied the 
PPD with official docu- 
ments endorsed by the Min- 
istry of Industry and Trade 


attesting to our registered 
(JD30C~000i capital as 
required by the law,” said 
the memorandum. 

"Acting from a desiTe to 
display our keenness on 
maintaining a constructive 
dialogue with the govern- 
ment and after consulting 
with legal experts, we (the 
owners of the weeklies) 
seek to place before you 
our complaints.” the state- 
ment said. 


It went on to describe the 
different articles of the law 
before concluding that “As 
long as the weekly papers 
have provided sufficient 
evidence that they have 
complied with the regula- 
tions and the PPD law and 
that their capital has been 
raised as demanded by the 
law. there can be no justifi- 
cation for further action in 
this regard.” 

“We believe that the PPD 


director’s notification to the 
editors of the weekly news- 
papers is unjustified and 
requires reconsideration ” 
The memorandum to the 
prime minister requested 
that the PPD halt all 
attempts which it said 
aimed at closing down the 
weeklies and preventing 
them from exercising their 
role to serve the Jordanian 
society. 
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Her only success was in cobbling together a renewal of 
high-level talks between the two sides later this month in the 
U.S. in a bid to tackle their formidable differences. 

But Mr. Arafat warned in an interview with Israeli television 
that if a way out of the seven-month deadlock in the peace 
process was not found, “we will enter into an era of conftision 
where all is possible, including war.” 

He also refuted Israeli claims that his self-rule security 
forces had not done enough to fight Hamas, which claimed 
responsibility for two Jerusalem bombings. 

“I have arrested 123 [militants] in my areas in the past days. 
The military wing has been squeezed by us,” he said. 

“We have provided very precise information [to Israel on 
terrorist activity]. I did so personally ” he said, but he repeat- 
ed a rejection of Israeli demands of a crackdown against 
Hamas’ political leadership. 

The Palestinian leadership, which met in Ramallah late Fri- 
day with Mr. Arafar presiding, said it was prepared to resume 
security meetings with Israel under U.S. observation, which 
Israel halted after the latest bombing on September 4. 

“We hope the American administration will believe that the 
Israeli campaign against the authority on the pretext of secu- 
rity is only a smokescreen so they can completely abandon the 
self-rule accords,” the Palestinian National Authority cabinet 
and Palestine Liberation Organisation leadership said in a 
statement. “The Albright visit must be followed up by intense 
and focused American efforts on the highest level to put a stop 
to Israeli intransigence which has brought the region to the 
verge of war.” it said 

Meanwhile, Hamas on Saturday rejected comments by Ms. 
Albright that the group was the enemy of Palestinians. 

“Albright's statement is rejected and it is condemned as it is 
a flagrant incitement," Hamas said in a leaflet. “The Palestin- 
ian people which breathes politics with oxygen is not in need 
of the lessons or the advice of Albright. They know better 
who are their enemies.” 

The PNA cabinet said Saturday it would not accept terrorism 
and added that it would renew security cooperation with Israel, 
an announcement met with enthusiasm by Israel. 

The PNA-cabinet decision, conveyed in an overnight state- 
ment. came a day after Ms. Albright urged Palestinians in a 
radio address to fight Islamists and Mr Arafat said he was 
already “doing enough.” 

"The Palestinian leadership will not tolerate terrorism and ter- 
rorists who are the arch enemies of peace,” the cabinet state- 
ment said. “We are ready to resume immediately the security 
coordination to fight terrorism but we reject the Israeli dicta- 
tions on security,” the statement added. 

David Bar- HI an. a top aide to Mr. Netanyahu said the state- 
ment was a move “in the right direction.” 

“If it means [fighting] terror against Israelis, then it is a sig- 
nificant step,” Mr. Bar-Illan told the Associated Press. 

Meanwhile, about 100 Palestinian youths at a demonstration 
against the peace process at the Dheisheh refugee camp near 
Bethlehem carried a black coffin thar read “Oslo is dead," refer- 
ring to the process started in the Norwegian capital. 

Later, the youths at the protest — organised by a group oppos- 
ing Mr. Arafat — burned die coffin along with Israeli and Amer- 
ican flags and chanted “yes for armed struggle, no for the olive 
branch.” and “America is the head of the snake.” 

In a separate development, a IS year-old Palestinian girl was 
arrested by Israel Saturday just north of Jerusalem after she tried 
to stab an Israeli policeman with a kitchen knife, police said. 
The policeman was wearing a protective vest and was unharmed 
and police said the girl was being questioned. 

In another incident late Friday, a homemade bomb was thrown 
ai an army post in the West Bank town of Hebron. No injuries 
were caused and several Palestinians were detained afterwards 
for questioning, witnesses said. 
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Saudi Arabia seeks foreign funds 
for multi-billion-dollar projects 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia has invited 
scores of foreign officials 
and businessmen for a con- 
ference in a bid to attract 
external funds for multi- 
billion-dollar projects, 
organisers said Saturday. 

Three key Saudi minis- 
ters will present papers at 
the Ocr. 18-20 meeting in 
the eastern industrial port 
of Yanbu on ventures 
involving oil. gas, water, 
electricity and communica- 
tions. 

“Saudi Arabia is hosting 
the conference to highlight 
its infrastructure projects 
and attract investment to 
the sectors which need for- 
eign capital,” said Ihsan 
Abbas, manager of Info- 
centre. the organiser of the 
conference. 

The Saudi ministers tak- 
ing part include Ibrahim A1 


Assaf. minister of finance 
and national economy. Ali 
A1 Nuaimi, mini ster of oil, 
and Hasbim A1 Yamani, 
minister of industry and 
electricity. 

The conference is also 
expected to attract minis- 
ters from the other Gulf 
states, as well as delegates 
from countries such as 
Japan, the United States, 
France and Britain. 

Mr. Abbas said Saudi 
Arabia needed to pump 
more than $30 billion into 
infrastructure projects over 
the next five years, and bil- 
lions of dollars will also 
have to be invested in the 
_ development of oil and gas 
- fields. i 

! Industry sources said the 
kingdom, the world's dom- 
. inant oil power, was 
expected to invest around 
$10 billion in upgrading its 


refining production capaci- 
ty 

Saudi Arabia has also 
announced plans to priva- 
tise part of its huge public 
sector and improve invest- 
ment laws to lure in foreign 
capital. 

Riyadh has already 
launched plans to expand 
its production of petro- 
chemicals and other related 
products to nearly 29 mil- 
lion tonnes by the year 
2000 from the current out- 
put of around 25 million 
tonnes a year. 

Although it controls 
more than a quarter of the 
world’s recoverable oil 
reserves, Saudi Arabia’s 
unwieldy economy has 
suffered from relatively 
lower oil prices over the 
past decade and the large 
costs incurred by the 1991 
Gulf War. 


The kingdom earned 
more than $100 billion 
from crude exports a year 
during early 1980$ but the 
income has plummeted to 
around $40 billion. 

The decline has created a 
persistent deficit in its bud- 
get despite continuous 
spending cuts and an 
expansion of non-oil sec- 
tors. 

Industry sources said 
they expected Riyadh to 
readmit foreign partners 
into its oil sector to secure 
markets and funds for 
capacity expansion. 

From a record 12 milli on 
barrels per day (bpd) in 
1980, Saudi Arabia’s oil 
production has dived to 
around eight million bpd 
currently. Its sustainable 
capacity is estimated at 9.5 
million bpd. 


Oman tightens spending 
to eliminate budget deficit 

cent to 225 billion rials 


Government to float 
$100m worth of bonds 

By Issam Qn Hamani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Minister of Finance Suleiman Hafez Saturday 
said the government will soon hold negotiations with four 
international banks to choose two of them to manage a 
$100 million worth of bonds that the government intends to 
float in international markets. 

Mr. Hafez said that 10 banks and financial institutions 
competed to acquire the management rights of these bonds 
that will be offered for trading in the London and Luxem- 
bourg stock markets.” 

He added that “only four offers out of 10 were appropri- 
ate.” 

Mr Hafez did uot reveal the names of these financial 
institutions, but said that they offered competitive prices. 

Mr. Hafez said that the rate of return on those bonds has 
not yet been fixed, but that they would be in line with com- 
mon international interest rates of around one per cent 

Pakistan exports up but 
textiles trade slides 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf state of Oman is sticking 
to a belt-tightening spending 
policy it announced three 
years ago to eliminate a bud- . 
get deficit and lure invest- 
ment, officials and bankers 
said Wednesday. 

In contrast with neighbour- 
ing Saudi Arabia. Oman has 
succeeded in keeping expen- 
diture under control despite 
its relatively low shortfall and 
a surge in oil prices over the 
past two years. 

“The government is stick- 
ing to its goal of rationalising 
expenditure to wipe out the 
deficit and lure more private 
investments," said Mahmud 
Jarwani. executive president 
of the Muscat Securities Mar- 
ket 

“In some years, the actual 
expenditure was lower than 
projected although revenues 
were higher. Such measures 
are part of our reforms aimed 
at balancing the budget and 
boosting investors’ confi- 
dence in the economy,’’ he 
told AFP. 

In its 1996 report released 
this week, the Omani Central 
Bank said actual spending 
was cut by around 32 per 


($5.85 billion .) in 19% over 
the previous year although 
revenues grew by 7.5 per cent 
to nearly 1.99 billion rials 
($5.17 billion). 

This slashed the actual 
deficit to around 26325 mil- 
lion rials ($685.1 million ) 
from 479.4 million rials 
($124 billion). 

Bankers said the spending 
cuts have not affected growth 
as it was offset by a surge in 
private investment as a result 
of fresh government incen- 
tives. 

A sharp expansion in non- 
oil sectors, mainly manufac- 
turing and farmin g, coupled 
with a large increase in crude 
prices boosted Oman's gross 
domestic product by 10.7 per 
cent in 1996 compared with 
6.5 per cent in 1995. 

“There is a growth in most 
non-ofl sectors due to 
reforms," an Omani banker 
said. 

“The decline in government 
spending has largely been off- 
set by an upturn in private 
business, which was encour- 
aged by the strong financial 
position of the country and 
more incentives for projects.” 


KARACHI (AFP) — Pak- 
istan’s overall exports 
surged by about nine per 
cent in the first two months 
of the current fiscal year 
from July but exports of the 
main textile sector declined 
by $51 million, officials 
said Saturday. 

Total exports during July- 
August nose to $1.35 billion 
from $1.23 billion in the 
same period last year, the 
official data said. 

However, the export of 
cotton yam decreased by 
1 1 .48 per cent, cotton fab- 
rics down by 14.03 per 
cent, knitwear declined 
34.53 per cent, bedwear 
slid 17.09 per cent, tarpau- 
lin and canvas goods 


dropped 62.S6.per cent and 
cotton made-ups dipped by 
8.10 per cent 

The cotton and textile 
sector contributed more 
than 62 per cent to the 
country’s total exports 

which stood at $8.26 billion 
during fiscal July 1996 to 
June 1997. 

Official sources said 

major depreciation in Euro- 
pean currencies against the 
dollar caused the decline in 
textile trade. 

Pakistan has set an export 
target of $9.5 billion during 
the current fiscal year and 
expects to narrow down the 
trade deficit to $2.33 billion 
from $3.37 billion last year. 


Two Furnished Apartments 
In Western Shmeisani For Rent 

The first is 200 sq.m, independent first floor apartment 
consisting of two bedrooms, guest room, sitting room, dining, 
glassed-in veranda, garden , garage. 

The second is a 220 sq.m, second floor apartment consisting of 
ihree.bedrooms, guest room, living room, glassed-in veranda. 
Each of the two apartments has independent central heating, 
telephone, maid room, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 
Please call Tel. 665711, 664256 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Keep — on 
(watch closely) 
5 Fetes 

10 Pitching error 

14 Take on 

15 A miss is as 
good as — 

16 So be it 

17 Distinct entity 

1 8 Russian leader 

19 Artist Magritte 

20 “Parting is — " 

23 Jalopy 

24 Presidential 
nickname 

25 Lost 

29 Racing vehicles 

34 Italy’s Sophia 

35 Bituminous 

36 Withdrawn: 
abbr. 

37 Interview for 
newsmen 

41 “ — Haw" 

42 Raw metals 

43 Part of T.S.E. 

44 Bawled out 

47 Those 

accepting bets 

46 Gas pump 
me as. 

49 Japanese 
delicacy 

50 John Heywood 
saying 

59 To — 
(unanimously) 

60 Israel's — 

Heights 

61 Verdi heroine 

62 “A — to the 
wise..." 

63 Utopias 

64 Small bird 

65 Leguminous 
plant 

66 Actress SpaceR 

67 Wampum 
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by By Frances Burton 


DOWN 

1 Sic 

2 Japanese - 
aborigine 

3 — a-brac 

4 Clockmaker 
Thomas 

5 Irish bay 


6 Moslem prince 

7 Short note 

8 Got down 

9 Prudent 

10 Keg 

11 USA word: abbr. 

12 Jay of TV 

■13 Was aware of 

21 React hastily 

22 Sanctions 

25 Beginning 

26 Painful spots 

27 Kilmer poem 

28 Home: abbr. 

29 Studied hard 

30 Rubes 

31 Tennessee — 
Ford 

32 Stage setting 

33 Nullifies a 
correction 

35 Center 

38 Alma maters 

39 Empire 

40 Wapiti 

45 Program for a 
meeting 
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46 — a Camera* 

47 — weervsy 

49 Actress Linda 

50 Pandect items 

51 Melville opus 

52 Change 


53 CA city 

54 Cheers for Juan 

55 Bark 

56 Horrible 

57 Concert haHs 

58 Street group 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 14,1997 
By Undo C. Black, Tribune 
Media Services. Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19.) You're getting stronger, 
You’ve had to exercise a lot 
of self-discipline lately. 
You’ve done a good job of it, 
too. You can tell, because 
people are treating you with 
more respecL Play with 
friends, relax, and also 
accept the applause. You've 
earned it. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
20) It's Grandparent's Day. 
if you have grandparents, 
visit them. While you’re 
there, volunteer to do what- 
ever they need done. Make 
them feel like they’re in 
charge of what's going on. 
That'll bring a smile to then- 
faces. It will work out pretty 
well for you. too. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
2 1 1 Playing with friends will 
take up part of your day. 
Travel should go well, if 
you're returning to an old, 
familiar place. Don’t foiget 
to get in touch with the older 
folks, too. Brighten up their 
lives with your bubbly con- 
versation. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21) Ask questions 
today about money manage- 
ment You’ll get some great 
tips on stretching a dollar. 
You could find ways to cut 
lots of superfluous items out 
of your budget You could 
become richer in many 
ways, through conversations 
with those who are more 
experienced. 

LEX): (July 22 to August 21 ) 
If you’ve had difficulties in 
the past with older relatives, 
don’t worry. This time will 
be different Let somebody 
else help with the planning 
and organising. You've 
worked hard enough lately 
to have earned a real day off. 
Just do what you’re told. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to Sep- 
tember 22) You're still strug- 
gling with a job that needs to 
be done around the house. 
It’s tough, and it's taking 
longer than you'd planned 
You're gening frustrated, but 
don’t give up. You should 
start to see results, soon. If 
not ask an older person what 
to do next 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Why not pinch 
peonies on purpose? If you 
do it because you want to 
instead of because you have 
to. it’s a lot more enjoyable. 
Instead of buying a gift, 
make something. You're 
incredibly creative. Write 
your loved ones a poem, or 
draw a picture. Thev'll flip! 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Stay home 
again today. People need 
your attention. You have to 
solve problems. Don’t 
despair — with diligence, 
you'll have the place 
whipped into shape by noon. 
Invite the grandparents over 
for dinn er. Everything 
should be fine by then. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 

mber 22 to December 21) 
Don't start new projects: fin- 
ish up old ones instead. If 
you have to run errands, call 
ahead. Technical informa- 
tion will sink in faster, due to 
an increase in your patience. 
It’s not cheating to get a 
friend to help. Some of the 
things you want to learn 
aren’t in the manual. 
CAPRICORN: (December 
22 to January 20) If you’re 
thinking of getting your 
grandparents something 
because it’s Grandparent's 
Day. don’t give them the lat- 
est hard rock CD. Something 
old would be more appreci- 
ated than something new. 
How about a picture of you 
as a little kid? With them as 


young people in it, toov 
They'd love that! 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19 J You look mar- 
vellous. Conditions am 
changing soon, and you : U| 
have a lot more time for fun 
and games. It looks like 
there's a change happening 
in your neighbourhood, too, 
and It could be because rfj 
what you're doing. G& 
involved with a project io 
spruce thin g-, up a bit! 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Once you set* 
down to the job, you’ll gtf 
lots done in very tittle time- 
Just set your priorities a* 1 
dive in. Don’t forget to mafc 
contact with the older pec# 
in your life, too. It’s Gm^| 
parents’ Day. Make sure § 
know you care, 
lot to them, and 
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Iraqi team leaves for Syria 
to conclude trade agreement 


-BAGHDAD (Rj — An 
Iraqi medical team has left 
for Syria to conclude con- 
tracts under Iraq’s oii-for- 
food deal with the United 
Nations, an Iraqi Health 
Ministry source said Satur- 
day. 

The source said Syrian 
firms had so far won $1 
million worth of contracts 


to supply Iraq with medi- 
cine under the oil pact 
which allows Baghdad lim- 
ited oil sales worth S2 bil- 
lion over six months to buy 
humanitarian supplies to 
offset the effects of sanc- 
tions in force since its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Iraq and Syria decided 


three months ago to reopen 
their borders for trade, 
dosed in 19S0 when ties 
were cut because Damascus 
sided with Iran in the 1980- 
88 Iraq-Iran War. 

Since June the two Arab 
countries, ruled by rival 
factions of the Baath Party, 
have been exchanging eco- 
nomic teams. 


Qatar’s Kasgas 
adds Japan firms 
as equity partners 


DOHA (R) — Qatar’s Ras 
Laffan Liquefied Natural 
Gas Co (Rasgas) signed an 
agreement Saturday con- 
firming two -Japanese oil 
companies as equity part- 
ners in the project, RAS- 
GAS said in a statement 

Under the agreement 
Qatar’s General Petroleum 
Corporation will have 66.5 
per cent equity in the 
plant U.S. Mobil ,Corp 
26.5 per cent Japan's 
Itochu Corp four per cent 
and Nissho Iwai three per 
cent. 

The formal signing con- 
firmed a heads of agree- 
ment signed in December 
1996. 

Equity ownership will 
again be changed when 
Korea Gas Corp ( Kogas), 
the project’s major gas 
customer, formally takes a 
five per cent stake in the 
project Rasgas said. 

“Rasgas has concluded 
the principles of equity 


participation for Kogas. 
Following the completion 
of negotiations with Kogas 
the equity interests w ill be 
QGPC 63 per cent Mobil 
25 per cent Kogas five per 
cent Itochu four per cent 
and Nissho Iwai three per 
cent” Rasgas said. 

Rasgas is building two 
liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) trains and offshore 
facilities to sell an annual 
4.8 million tonnes of LNG 
to Kogas beginning in July 
1999. 

Qatar’s Crown Prince 
Sheikh Jassim Bin Hamad 
Bin Khalifa Al Thani in 
May laid the foundation 
stone of the Gulf Arab 
state’s second liquefied 
natural gas iLNG) plant. 

Rasgas is one of Qatar’s 
three multi-billion-dollar 
gas export projects to tap 
reserves in North Reid, 
the world's largest single 
concentration of gas. 
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never talk to my parents about you. 
If my dad thinks I have a crush 
on you, he‘11 tease me.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by H#nri Arnold and Mike Arglrien 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 
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HIS CLAIM OF 
EATING 50 HOT. 
POOS WAS THIS. 


WOUTAL 
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Now arrange the circled letters to 
form me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: 


Vtesterday's 


-ixxxx>lxxx mi 


(Answers tomorrow) 

jumbles: OCTET CRAWL PUZZLE DINGHY 
Answer What he said when tus rare steak was 
cooked to perfection - "Vl/ELL DONE" 


hPNA invites — 
bids for 

paging network 

DUBAI (AFP) — The Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) has invited bids for an 
advanced paging network to 
cover the self-rule areas in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, bidders said here- Sat-. 
urday. 

PNA’s telecommunication 
operator. PalTel, issued the 
tender-this month and set a 
Sept 27 deadline for bids to 
set up a network to support a 
subscriber base of up to 
100.000 initially. 

The PNA currently relies 
on the Israeli Public Tele- 
phone Company for use of 
its network in the West Bank 
and Gaza, but it is working 
on building an independent 
system. 


Kuwait, Bahrain stock exchanges 
to linkup by end of September 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
The Kuwaiti and Bahraini 
stock exchanges are aiming 
to sign an agreement by the 
end of September to boost 
cross trading, the Kuwait 
Stock Exchange (KSE) chief 
said Wednesday. 

The agreement, similar to 
a pact. Kuwait already has 
with Lebanon and Egypt, 
will ease the way for 
investors from one market to 
buy shares listed on the other 
bourse. KSE General Man- 


ager His ham Al Otaibi told 
reporters. 

The agreement will link 
the clearing bouses and bro- 
kerage firms and encourage 
cross trading and the 
exchange of corporate infor- 
mation, Mr Otaibi said, 
adding that the deal will be 
signed at the “end of this 
month, hopefully.*' 

Mr. Otaibi said a similar 
agreement with Oman could 
follow, as part of a pro- 
gramme aimed at linkin g all 


Arab bourses. “After we fin- 
ish with Bahrain, we will be 
contacting the Oman stock 
exchange,” he said. 

Kuwaiti and Bahraini 
investors can already buy 
shares on either bourse, but 
face a time-consuming 
process that includes send- 
ing cheques and certificates 
via couriers without immedi- 
ate guarantees that a deal has 
-gone through. 

Once the new agreement is 
in place, local clearing hous- 


es can guarantee payments 
on either market, and bro- 
kers on one market will be 
able to establish partnerships 
with brokers on the other 
mark et to take orders direct- 

!y. 

“We have a lot of Bahraini 
investors on the Kuwait 
Stock Exchange, and this 
kind of arrangement could 
fai-jlifate the transaction 
process for them,” said 
Bader Al Sumait, head of 
Kuwait's Al Oula Financial 


Brokerage Company. 

The deal between the 
Kuwaiti, Lebanese and 
Egyptian bourses was signed 
in December 1996, and cross 
trading began last January. 

Kuwait’s bourse has a mar- 
ket capitalisation of about 
$25 billion and daily trading 
of about $100 million, while 
the Bahrain exchange has a 
marke t capitalisation of 
about $6 billion and daily 
trading of about $4 million . 


Saudi Arabia slaps fines 
on trade licence violators 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia fined nine Saudi and 20 
foreign businessmen a total 
of 608,000 riyals 
($162,000) Saturday for 
violating the kingdom's 
stringent trade licensing 
rules. 

The official Saudi Press 
Agency (SPA) said the 
Saudis were fined for 
allowing tbeir trade 
licences to be used by the 
foreigners, a practice out- 
lawed under the country’s 
company law which 


restricts private business Palestinian, 
ownership and operation to Saodi Arabia is trying to 
**- ‘ " — stamp out the widespread 


its nationals. 

It was not clear from the 
report what proportion of 
the fines were imposed on 
the Saudis, bit SPA said 
that a five-year ban would 
also be imposed on the use 
of the trade licences 
involved. 

It said the foreigners 
included nine Turks, five 
Pakistanis, and one person 
from Yemen, Syria, Soma- 
lia, Jordan, Britain and a 


practice of some ..of. its 
nationals- offering Dade 
licences to foreigners 
against a fee or a profit per- 
centage. 

The move is part of a 
drive by the conservative 
kingdom to limi t the for- 
eign workforce, crack 
down on illegal foreigners 
and control unemployment 
among Saudis which ana- 
lysts put at 20 per cent 
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SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOCK 

PRICE 

CHARGE 

346.000 

241.000 

ARAB BANK 

15.6 

1.18 

25 

1320 

449000 

337.00 

340.00 

3.00* 

M 2.340 

1.6BO 

JOR. RATIONAL HR. 

E 

0.00 

150 

86310 

176164 

1.98 

2.07 

.09+ 

1.210 

.890 

HID. EAST ZXV.BX- 

59.8 

0.00 

5 

4700 

4200 

.90 

.91 

.01+ 

5.200 

4.600 

TS* BOOBING BK. 

14.6 

3.97 

10 

7798 

37996 

4.85 

4.89 

.04+ 

4.180 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANS 

11.3 

0.00 

13 

69257 

220232 

3.18 

3.18 


1.030 

.760 

JOR.ODU BANK 

4.6 

9.09 

1 

450 

347 

.77 

.77 


4 .050 

3.520 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

15.8 

3.09 

11 

3764 

146S9 

3.86 

3.88 

.02+ 

2.280 

.890 

BKIT.AL-MAL (BKITNA) .6 

16.85 

7 

1206 

1073 

.89 

.89 


1.440 

.850 

PHILAOKL.IMV.SK. 

9 

0.00 

12 

41546 

37803 

.90 

.91 

.01* 

BA MR 8ECTO R TOTALS INDEX: 

242.79 *CHCi 

♦0.97 

234 

216351 

941493 




2.210 

1.590 

JQR FRENCH KTSOR. 

4.9 - 

-8.62 

1- 

.2000 

3460 

1.74 

1.74 

- 

XMSUltANCX EJECTOR TOTALS ZKDBX: 

114.70 *CHC: 

0.00 

1 

2000 

3460 




1.820 

1.350 

JOR. ELECTRIC PUR. 

8. 8 

5.49 

125 

119791 

216281 

1.77 

1.82 

.05* 

I 2.210 

1.320 

IRS ID ELECTRICITY 

13.8 

4.96 

2 

115 

267 

2.21 

2.32 

.11+ 

t 2.900 

2.450 

HIKER KXMERALS 

15.2 

5.20 

2 

60375 

181125 

2.89 

3.00 

.11+ 

7.500 

6.000 

V8CLS. OWNERS r*D. 

7.9 

4.83 

1 

4O0D 

29000 

7.25 

7.25 


3.030 

2.300 

SHIPPING LIKES 

16.3 

4.64 

3 

3000 

8400 

2.80 

2.80 

_ 

1.550 

.930 

KATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

23 

17300 

34794 

1.43 

1.43 


1.010 

.820 

HEAL ESTATE I MV. 

12.9 

6.45 

4 

1767 

1646 

.92 

.93 

.01+ 

8.160 

6.700 

ALRA'I 

12.5 

7.14 

2 

1191 

8337 

7.00 

7.00 


1.790 

1.150 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

19.0 

0.00 

7 

5714 

7142 

1.26 

1.25 

.01- 

3.720 

2.890 

Arab nrcL . nw .edoc 

8.8 

o.oa 

4 

950 

3223 

3.43 

3. 38 

.05- 

1.220 

.930 

EAREA EDUCATION 

<3 

0.00 

2 

180 

182 

1.02 

1.02 


2.230 

1.630 

DRIFTED CO. 

8.4 

6.21 

6 

4450 

7870 

1.74 

1.77 

.03+ 


SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX t 112 

56 XCHG: 

+0.23 

183 

218914 

4B830S 




4.450 

3.220 

JOR. CEMEKT FACT.. 

26.2 

2.83 

19 

12937 

50314 

3.89 

3.89 


4.140 

3.000 

JOR. PHOSPHATE KIKES 

10.3 

2.70 

10 

31084 

117756 

3.85 

3.70 

.15- 

7.050 

5.400 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

14.3 

3.25 

6 

7SB6 

45944 

6.10 

6.15 

.05+ 

10.890 

9.070 

JOR. PETROL. XXFIRARY 

10.4 

8.27 

34 

3568 

38585 

10.89 

10.75 

.14- 

1.460 

1.050 

WOOLER IKDU8TRIE* 

9.7 

8.93 

1 

900 

iaoa 

1.12 

1.12 


3.260 

1.620 

INDUSTRIAL OOtBf.AGR. 

9 

0.00 

4 

265 

445 

1.58 

1.68 

_ 

7.150 

5.800 

JOR. WORSTED KILLS 

11.1 

2.90 

3 

500 

3450 

6.85 

6.90 

.05+ 

4.600 

3.040 

ARAB PHARR- KANT . 

12.6 

4.36 

40 

6093 

27945 

4.60 

4.59 

.01- 

T 5.650 

4.300 

DAB JLLDAWA DV.INV. 

14.0 

4.38 

21 

8082 

46017 

5-62 

5.71 

.09+ 

3.850 

2.220 

ARAB AUM.IND. 

5.6 

10.42 

6 

1150 

2758 

2.37 

2.40 

.03+ 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 

9.9 

0.00 

4 

4000 

1880 

.47 

.47 


.770 

.510 

NATIONAL IKDS. 

9 

0.00 

2 

750 

398 

.52 

.53 

.01+ 

1.200 

.510 

INTERNED . PETRO . CHKH . 

9 

0.00 

Z 

500 

280 

.56 

.56 


.940 

.530 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS- 

9 

0.00 

1 

1000 

640 

.64 

.54 * 


2.980 

1.510 

UM IV. CHEN. INDS. 

13.8 

6.54 

2 

300 

306 

1.53 

1.53 


3.000 

2.070 

SATL. CABLE WIRS.HFAC 

34.5 

0.00 

2 

350 

740 

2.10 

2.15 

.05+ 

.890 

.530 

JOR. SULPBO-CHXH 

9 

0.00 

3 

3000 

1830 

.61 

.61 

- 

1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARM.CHEM. 

17.2 

5.19 

8 

2600 

3619 

1.36 

1.35 

.03- 

1.880 

1.080 

UNIV. MODS. IKDS _ 

P 

.20 

12 

6900 

8770 

1.26 

1.27 

.03+ 

1.510 

.910 

JOR. IKDS . RESOURCES 

12.4 

10.87 

15 

7850 

7222 

.91 

.92 

.01+ 

1.620 

1.300 

KATL. CHLORINE 

15.0 

4.40 

e 

10250 

1629B 

a. 58 

1.59 

.01+ 

1.070 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

15.4 

0.00 

2 

750 

630 

.83 

.84 

.03+ 

2.090 

1.340 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

55.3 

0.00 

7 

3250 

5130 

1-58 

1.57 

.01- 

1.330 

1.080 

JNTL. TOBACCO 

6.3 

0.00 

1 

150 

174 

1.17 

1.16 

.01- 

T L. ISO 

.860 

UNION CH. S VEG. 

53.2 

o.ao 

20 

10950 

12779 

1.14 

1.17 

.03+ 



INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS . IKDKXi 122. 

.11 *CRGt- 

-0.19 

232 

124665 

394815 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 176.55 ACHGi 

+0.50 

650 

561930 

1828093 
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.650 

.380 

JOT. TRADE FAC. 

10.7 

0.00 

17 

20350 

BIOS 

.39 

.40 

.01+ 

N 

.950 

.540 

JOT.FIN.INV.CO. 

P 

0-00 

41 

95100 

62504 

.64 

.66 

.02+ 


.570 

.360 

ARAB FIN- INVEST- 

9 

0.00 

7 

28000 

1064D 

.37 

.38 

.01+ 

N 

.950 

.610 

al-davliyah 75* 

73.9 

0.00 

3 

3035 

1567 

.76 

.77 

.01+ 

K 

1-050 

.860 

UNITED TOT FIMAM.IMV 

52.1 

0.00 

1 

5000 

50DO 

1.00 

1.00 

- 


.570 

.380 

ARAB ZNTL.IKV.TRD. 

49.5 

0.00 

35 

51733 

22097 

.42 

.43 

.01+ 


.750 

.400 

KATL . NULT . EM . NAKXCO 

9 

0.00 

7 

7500 

3300 

.43 

.44 

.01+ 


.820 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

34.4 

6.58 

S 

3500 

2670 

.76 

.76 



1.190 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

9 

0.00 

24 

33436 

30602 

1.15 

1.18 

.03+ 


.730 

.550 

RA1I PHARR- 85* 

E 

0.00 

9 

38211 

19869 

.66 

.67 

.01+ 


.570 

.290 

INDS. ENG. 

g • 

0.00 

2 

500 

155 

.31 

.31 

- 


.860 

.690 

INDS. CERAMIC 

18.4 

0.00 

8 

2520 

1753 

.69 

.70 

.01+ 

N 

1.000 

.700 

HAT.ALOKINTXW. 75* 

98.8 

0.00 

6 

6765 

3111 

.70 

.71 

.01+ 


.860 

.580 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.4 

16.67 

21 

14000 

8400 

.61 

.60 

.01- 

GRAND TOTAL 





180 

309760 

179800 
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Development council accepts SSC 
offer to construct buildings for 
government departments , ministries 

** THE MINISTERIAL Development Council has 
accepted (he offer of the Social Security Corporation 
(SSC) to finance and implement real estate projects for 
the government for a total value of JD100 million. A 
high level source confirmed that the SSC has submitted 
to the Prime Ministry proposals to finance and buiid 
real estate for (he government and has taken the initia- 
tive and prepared a draft comprehensive agreement. 

The agreement covers preparing a mechanism to 
finance the construction of buildings for ministries and 
government departments at various areas in the King- 
dom. The financing will meet the necessary amounts 
without exceeding the ceiling for internal borrowing as 
specified in the economic adjustment programme. The 
mechanism relied on the “investment agreement” 
method which leads to ownership instead of direct 
financing, the source said noting that the SCC can 
spend between JD50 million and JD100 million in this 
regard (Al Ra’i). 

Iraq awards Jordanian firmshigher 
purchase orders under second 
stage of oil-for-food deals 

*+ THE JORDANIAN _sbare_of the second stage of oil- 
for-food contracts which Iraq has signed, amount to 
$83 million. 20 per cent higher than the volume con- 
tracted during the first stage, Iraq’s Trade Minister 
Mohammad Mahdi Saleh said. The minister said the 
Iraqi health ministry is still negotiating with Jordanian 
drug manufactures and medical suppliers to sign con- 
tracts for purchasing medicines for the second stage. He 
indicated that contracts have been signed to supply Iraq 
with Jordanian vegetable oils, detergents, soap and 
table salt. 

Dr. Saleh stressed that Iraqi imports from Jordan this 
year, according to the memorandum of understanding, 
will exceed $200 million. In addition, Jordan can sup- 
ply Iraq with goods and products worth $255 milli on 
under a trade protocol signed between the two coun- 
tries. 

Asked about Iraqi imports through Aqaba, Dr. Saleh 
said that there are directives to increase Iraqi purchases 
and shipments through the Port of Aqaba. “Up till now, 
agreements were signed to ship 250,000 tonnes of food 
products through Aqaba in accordance with the second 
stage of the oil-for-food deals,” the minister said. He 
added that Iraq will continue to sign food contracts with 
shipments to be through Aqaba. “Um Qasr port in Iraq 
is die first priority for Iraq followed by Aqaba in second 
place. The Syrian Tartous port is the third choice for our 
imports ” he stressed (Al Dustour). 


30% of taxpayers have not paid 
the real estate tax 


** 


ACCORDING TO Mohammad Hijazi. secretary 
general of the Ministry of Finance, about 30 per cent of 
taxpayers have not settled their real estate tax which is 
levied on all land and buildings. He said that the trea- 
sury has collected only JD6.5 million from the begin- 
ning of this year until die end of June in real estate rax, 
JD1.3 million in “education tax” and JD1.8 million is 
sewage tax. 

The real estate tax is collected from the owner at a 
rate of 10 per cent of the amount estimated by officials. 
Two per cent of the estimate is collected as education 
tax and three per cent as sewage tax. If an apartment or 
a house is leased, the amount of the lease in considered 
as the official estimate (Al Dustour). 
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DAJAN1 Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in!8k Gold • ■ 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Rea! 
Estate 

Tel:- 81 0605-8 10609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HDIG 

Professional quality In 

1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 

30% larger. 

♦ Free enlargement 
20x30 on. 


OShmeisani - Opposite 
GriTKHays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
SweffiefiTei: 823891 


SECURITY 



CTUM1 HOTEL 

* OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING 
’ TENNIS &. 

SQUASH 
COURTS 
■ SAUNA 
JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
’ FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 

Radio & tv station RD. 



TO ADVERTISE 
.. IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 

684311 - 
699634 EXT. 42 



# 

_ 



Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around tie ClOCX 
&«y 30 Mnure5 from Atxtofi 
to Airport and Back 



For Further Delate can : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 

Atoetafl Branch 653313 





Ctoalfty Senfced Suites 

* Tw* Bedrooms • Foflr 
KMkcwtla • Ddj i 
' s RwomUc Rttas 



Aft 

Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 

S AN A BE L 

gjiiasff 

Sweffiyeh 

Hajarat Complex 
Tei. 864230 — 8651 67 1 
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io Sports 


Iran stuns China in Asian 


World Cup qualifier 


DALIAN, China l, AFP) — 
Full back Mehdi Mahdavi 
Kiya scored wo spectacular 
goals as Iran came from two 
down to beat China 4-2 in a 
World Cup Asian qualifier 
here Saturday. 

Living up to their 

favourites ranking. Iran kept 
to their attacking instinct 
even when behind and 
knocked China out cold in a 
dramatic final half hour. 

Both of Mahdavi 's goals 
came out of the blue. He 
beat four Chinese defenders 
to drive past goalkeeper Ou 
Chouliang in the 68th 
minute and 16 minutes later 
the 20-year-old fired in a 
lightning shot past Ou from 
35 metres. 

The groggy Chinese, who 
have improved since taking 
on English consultant Ted 
Buxton nine months ago. 
could not believe what had 
happened after their promis- 
ing, if controversial start to 
the Group A campaign. 

Iran had the best chance of 
the first half when Ali Daei 
cleverly passed to fellow 
Bundesliga star Khodadad 
Azizi. but the Asian player 
of the year's shot hit the 
post. i 

China took the lead tWo 
minutes from half time 
through a penalty by skip- 
per Fan Zhiyi. The decision 
by South Korean referee 


Emirates beats Kazakhstan 4-0 


ABU DHABI (AP) — The United Arab 
Emirates trounced Kazakhstan 4-0 on 
Friday in Asia’s final qualifier for next 
year’s World Cup in France. 

. The Emirates began die Group B match 
on the offensive with Ali Hassan scoring the 
first goal in the 18th minute, tapping in a ‘ 
cross from striker Zuhair Bakhit. 

TTie Kazaks, who lost 0-3 to South Korea 
last week, retreated to their own half and 
applied the offside trap. They succeeded in 
keeping the Emirates strikers at bay for the 
remainder of the first half. 

Three minutes after the break, Jasim 
Dokhy, making his debut for the Emirates, 
broke the offside trap and was fouled in the 
penalty area. Thai referee Unprasert Pirom 
awarded the Emirates a penalty which 
Mohammad Obaid converted. 

Bakhit, the man of the match, scored in 
the 71st minute on a pass from substitute 


Bakhit SaarL six minutes later Saad passed 
the ball to his brother, Kharais, who netted 
it to the applause of a home crowd of 
25,000. 

Group B also includes Japan, South Korea 
and Uzbekistan. The five countries play a 
home-and-away round robin through Nov. 
9 to decide at least one qualifier. 

Five other Asian teams — Saudi Arabia, 
Iran, China, Kuwait and Qatar — will com- 
pete in Group A between Sept. 14 and Nov. 
12 . 

The top teams in each Asian group quali- 
fy for France. 

There will be a playoff between the 
group’s runners-up to determine a third 
asian berth for the finals. 


The playoff loser will then meet 
Australia, the winner of the Oceania Group, 
in November to decide who will advance to 
France. 


Park Hae-Yong clearly 
annoyed the Iranian team 
who thought Zhang Enhua 
took a dive. 

Iran seemed destined for a 
shock defeat when Li Ming 
flung himself at a cross 
from the right and volleyed 
into the goal nine minutes 
into the second half. 

Kareem Bagheri, the third 
of the successful Iranian trio 
to make a breakthrough in 
the German first division, 
pulled one back with a 


penalty that was as doubtful 
as the first with no obvious 
offence. 


With China tiring, Iran, 
.who had started nervously, 
took the initiative and 
seized upon any chance, 
with even the enterprising 
Mahdavi getting in on the 
act 

Iran put the match beyond 
dispute in the 86th minute 
when substitute Ali Asghar 
Modir Rousta controlled a 


ball that rebounded off a 
Chinese defender and shot 
the fourth goal past Ou. 

Iran and China are in Asia 
Group A along with Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and Qatar. 


The winners from the two 
Asian groups will go auto- 
matically through to the 
finals and the two second 
placed teams will play off 
for a third spot. The loser of 
the play-offs will play 
Australia for a fourth spot. 


Aldair 


goes 

Italian 


ROME (AFP) — As Roma 
defender Aldair, a member 
of Brazil’s World Cup win- 
ning squad in 1994, 
became an Italian foot- 
baller on Saturday. 

Aldair. using Italian ori- 
gins on his wife's side of 
the family, took dual Italian 
citizenship at a ceremony 
here on Friday, and a club 
official took the paperwork 
to the Italian Football 
Federation (FIGC) on 
Saturday. 

The defender will play 
against Juventus here on 
Sunday as one of Roma’s 
unlimited number of 
European Union nationals, 
and not of the three non- 
EU citizens which the club 
are allowed to field. 

The move means that 
coach Zdenek Zeman can 
now field replace Aldair on 
his list of three foreigners 
with another player, proba- 
bly Brazilian midfielder 
Vagner — who will join 
compatriot and new 
defender Cafu. 

Aldair 's dual nationality 
also means that Roma’s 
fourth Brazilian, striker 
Paolo Sergio, can now 
move down from the VIP 
stand in the crowd to the 
substitutes’ bench 
Sunday. 


on 


Kumbemuss impressive 
at Fukuoka Grand Prix 


FUKUOKA (AFP) — 
German shot putter Astrid 
Kumbemuss won her final 
competition of the season to 
beat Deon Hcmmings of 
Jamaica and win the 
women’s overall title at the 
I.AAF Grand Prix final on 
Saturday. 

After watching Grand Prix 
co-leuder Hemmings could 
make only a runner-up fin- 
ish in the 400-metre hur- 
dles. Kumbemuss con- 
firmed her victory with a 
throw of 20.95 metres to 
take a decisive lead in the 
standings. 

In the men's competition, 
Kenyan-bom Dane Wilson 
Kipketer's astonishing sea- 
son ended on a winning 
note, completing his perfect 
victories in the 800 metres 
to capture the overall title. 

“I was so delighted when 
my trainer told me I won the 
overall title, because it 
brings me a big amount of 
prize money. I just cannot 
believe it." said a jubilant 
Kumbemuss. 

“I never thought of win- 
ning the overall title. I just 
tried to concentrate on my 
throwing, because I had to 


compete against world sil- 
ver and bronze medallists. 

“Everybody has the same 
chance to win the Grand 
Prix and I’m really happy to 
win the overall as a shot 
putter." added the German, 

Earning $200,000 from 
winning the overall and 
50.000 from the individual 
titles. 

Hemmings, the first 
female Olympic champion 
from Jamaica, timed 53.93 
and lost to American world 
record holder Kim Batten, 
who clocked 53.45, while 
world champion Nezha 
Bidouane of Morocco was 
fifth in 55.12. 

Kipketer scored 1:43.45 to 
beat Patrick Ndururi of 
Kenya and another Kenyan 
David Kiptoo. continuing 
his unbeaten record in the 
800m since the 1995 Grand 
Prix Final. 

“It doesn't matter if I lose 
or win" said Kipketer. 24, 
who declined to comment 
on winning the overall title 
as the Final was still going 
on. 

“There is no secret to my 
running. When you tr ain. 
you must keep motivated 




N amib ia’s Frankie Fredericks (158) crosses the finish line to win the men's 200 metres 
at the IAAF Grand Prix Final in Fukuoka, southern Japan. Fredericks won in 19.81 
seconds to capture the first prize money of US$50,000. Obadele Thompson (102) of 
Barbados placed second in 20.19 seconds (Reuters photo) 


World record holder Sergei Bubka of Ukraine waves to 
fans after challenging his current world record of 6.14 
metres in the men’s pole vault at the IAAF Grand Prix 
Final in Fukuoka, southern Japan (Reuters photo) 


and in each competition the 
same thing. 1 have a long 
way to go in my career. This 
wonderftil year is by no 
means the end.” he added. 

It was his 12th victory out 
of 12 starts this season, 
including nine wins in the 
Grand Prix series and the 
world championships in 
Athens last month. 

During the season. 

Kipketer set world indoor 
records twice at the Paris 
world indoor champi- 

onships in March and out- 
door records three times in 
Stockholm. Zurich and 


Cogogne in the last two 
months. 

In the severely-contested 
3.000m steeplechase, 
Joseph Keter pulled off a 
major upset victory over the 
top three world medallists, 
fellow Kenyans Wilson Boit 
Kipketer, Bernard Bannasai 
and Moses Kiptanui. 

Keter spurted in the back 
stretch to take the lead on 
the final lap and held on to 

cross the line in 8:21.75, 
keeping a metre ahead of 
‘ world silver medallist 
Kiptanui who came 
8:21.87. 


in 


World bronze medallist 
Barmasai. who bettered 
Kipketer's old world record 
at the Cologne Grand Prix 
last month, timed S:2.48 for 
third, while world champion 
Kipketer ended at a lowly 

sixth in 8:26.50. 

New sprint queen Marion 
Jones gained sweet revenge 
for her loss in the 100m last 
week in Tokyo to Merlene 
Ottey as the 21 -year-old for- 
mer American basketball 
player raced home in 21.84 
to win the 200m, beating the 
Jamaican by eight hun- 
dredths of a second. 
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No change at the top in France 


PARIS (AFP) — Metz and 
Paris St Germain continued 
to set the pace at the top of 
the French first division on 
Friday — Metz adding 
another win to their unbeat- 
en start to the season by 
beating Cannes 2-0 at home 
and Paris St Germain seeing 
off dangerous Bastia by the 
same scoreline at the Parc 
des Princes. 

Metz, who were without 
both Robert Pires and 
Jocelyn Blanchard, had to 
wait until midway through 
the second-half to translate 
their territorial domination 
into goals. Philippe Gaillot 
opened the scoring in 1 the 
62nd minute when he fired 
home a superb drive from 
outside the box and Frederic 
Meyrieu made it 2-0 seven 
minutes later from a fierce 
free-kick which stayed low. 
The win keeps the visitors 
rooted at the foot of the 
table. 

Metz.- the • only ‘side still * 
unbeaten in the league, now 
have 19 points after -six 
wins and a draw — one 
point more than Paris St 
Germain who again looked 
impressive up front with 


Florian Maurice and Italian 
Marco Simone combining 
well. 

Bastia, third in the league, 
bad come to the French cap- 
ital with high hopes after a 
bright start to the season 
had brought four wins and 
two draws, but they were 
under pressure from the 
start. 

Paris St Germain went 
clear eight minutes before 
half-time when the quicksil- 
ver Simone charged in from 
the left to slot home from an 
impossible angle. Maurice 
put the issue beyond doubt 
with a second goal four 
minutes from the final whis- 
tle. 

Two late goals gave 
Monaco a well-deserved 
home victory in their 
Riviera derby against 
Marseille. Scottish interna- 
tional John Collins 
slammed home a magnifi- 
cent volley in the 75th 
minute and Thierry Henry 
was also on target ten min- 
utes later. 

Auxerre. who had two 
players sent off, crashed 2-1 
at Toulouse despite taking 
an early lead through 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Johnston keeps title 


LAS VEGAS, Nevada (AFP) — Steve 
Johnston won a unanimous decision over 
Mexico’s Saul Duran here Friday to keep 
his World Boxing Council lightweight 
title. Johnston finished the 12-round bout 
with his right eye swollen shut from a cut 
in the eyelid — the same place he was cut 
when he won a split decision over France’s 
Jean-Baptiste Mecdy to win the title in 
March. He maintained a perfect record 
with 23 victories, 13 inside the distance, 
and no defeats. Duran fell to 25-3. The 
judges scored it 117-111. 119-110 and 
1 18- 1 10 for Johnston, who was making his 
second defence of the title he won from 
Mendy in Paris, after a split decision over 
Japan's Hiroyuki Sakamoto in July. 


result was confirmed in a September 3 fol- 
low-up test but Maradona's lawyers have 
been claiming that the urine sample tested 
was not the footballer's. The judge has 
ordered that an ADN test be carried out to 
prove their case. 


Sporting lose defeat 


Ongoing tests for Diego 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — Federal judge 
Claudio Bonadio Friday night ordered that 
Diego Maradona must undergo a drugs test 
everytime he plays football. The 36-year- 
old South American star is to be allowed to 
play for his club Boca Juniors on Sunday 
by the Argentine Football Association 
despite bis ban after testing positive for an 
unspecified prohibited substance after an 
August 24 Argentine League match. The 


LISBON (AFP) — Sporting Lisbon, who 
face Fiench opponents Monaco in the 
European Champions League next 
Wednesday, crashed to their first league 
defeat of the season on Friday when they 
were beaten 1-0 in a bad-tempered, rain- 
spoiled encounter at Vitoria Guimaraes. 
The home side clinched their victory with 
an explosive free-kick from Tito in the 
dying seconds of the first-half. In all ten 
yellow cards were shown during the match 
and two players were sent off — Pedrosa 
of Sporting in the 5Sth minute and 
Edmilson of Vitoria four minutes later. 
Sporting's manager Octavio Machado was 
also ordered to leave his bench. The visi- 
tors were without their star Bulgarian 
striker Yvailo Iordanov who was od inter- 
national duty. | 


Rusedski’s irresistible rise continues 


BOURNEMOUTH, England (AFP) 

U.S. Open finalist Greg Rusedski became 
the first British tennis player to be ranked 
in the world's top 10 when he beat 
Argentine Lucas Arnold 7-6 (7/3 ). 6-3, to 
reach the semi-finals of the ATP tourna- 
ment here on Friday. 


The 24-year-old Canadian born Da 10 ’ 
ralised Briton, who lost in four sets to 
Australian Patrick Rafter in the U.S. Op* 
final, benefited from former World No. 1 
Thomas Muster of Austria losing poiP 15 
this week. 
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Alyssa Milano & 
William Petersen. An 




FEAR 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30.6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

^ ^ 


TEL:699238 ^y 7 CINEMA 

PLAZA 


Nabila Obeid... in 


AL MARA’ WAL SATOUR 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


TEL:677420 

CONCORD 


CQHC0RO -l- 





Sandra Bullock & 
Samuel L. Jacksom.An 

A TIME TO KILL 

02:30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:30. 10:30) 

COBCORD -2- 

ACE VENTURA 1 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00 only 


Hi sham Yanes Theatre 

TEL: 625155 '£•) 


Watch out for the new pta£ 


the government 

THE SERVICE OF P 

Starring Hisham Yanes * 
and Amal Dabbas 







Bruno Rodrigez (L) of Metz fights for control of the ball with Adich Koot (R) of 
Cannes during early action in their French League match for the French 
Championship (Reuters photo) 
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Bernard Diomede who was 
on hand to fire home after 
nine minutes. 

In an incident-packed 
match in which eight yellow 
cards were shown, Toulouse 
climbed back into the game 
when Thierry Moreau 
equalised after half-an-hour. 
Laurent Sachy then scored 
the winner in the 89th 
minute when he headed 
home a Didier Santini free- 
kick. 

The visitors had Franck 
SiJverstre sent off ten min- 
utes from time and then 
Cyril Jeunechamp was 
ordered off after a second 
yellow card seconds before 
the final whistle. 

Lyon ended a run of three 
defeats by beating visiting 
Strasbourg 3-1, Bordeaux 
scored twice in the last ten 
minutes to score a 2-1 home 
victory againstg Le Havre 
and Names and Montpellier 
shared a 1-1 draw. 

On Thursday newly-pro- 
moted Chateau roux scored 
their first win in the first 
division when they defeated 
Rennes .1-0 while 
Guingamp beat Lens 2-1. 
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Jordan qualifies to 2nd round 
of Asian Basketball Championship 


By Mohammad Shanti in Riyadh and 
Aleen Bannayan in Amman 

JORDAN'S MEN'S national basketball team beat 
Indonesia 71-49 to qualify to the second round of the 
19th Asian Basketbil Championship currently under- 
way in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia with 15 teams taking part 

Jordan is playing in Group D alongside Kazakhstan, 
Chinese Taipei and Indonesia. 

The Kingdom's team had won the first match 66-65 
over Kazakhstan. They lost the second match 68-60 to 
Chinese Taipei and needed to beat Indonesia provided 
Taipei beat Kazakhstan which they did 62-58 to qualify. 

Only the top two teams in each group moved to the sec- 
ond round. 

China and Iran qualified from Group A which also 
included the Philippines and Bahrain. 

South Korea and the United Arab Emirates qualified 
from Group B which also included India - and 
Bangladesh. 

Japan and Saudi Arabia qualified from Group C which 
included Hong Kong. 

The competing teams include the top four from the last 
championship and the hosts who qualified automatically. 
There are also two teams from each of the ABC’s five 
regional zones. 

Jordan and Iran automatically qualified from the West 
Asia Zone. Both teams took the two allocated slots fol- 
lowing the withdrawal of Iraq and Syria from the pre- 
qualifiers which were due to be held in Tehran, Iran in 
August. 

Against Indonesia, Jordan could not display a consis- 
tent form as thev took the lead at first at 19-8 and ended 
the first half 32-22. 

Despite the facr that Indonesia took the lead at 39-38 
and 42-41 at the beginning of the second half, Jordan 
again took command of the score at 47-43 and went on 
to expand the lead 53-46 and 63-47 before ending the 
match 71-49. 

Scoring came as follows: Ma’an Odeh 22, Hus am Lutfi 
14, Mohammad Shamali and Yousef Abu Bakr 8, Ramez 
Hammudeb 9, Fadi Saqqa 7 and Naser Alawneb 4. 

Onlookers had criticised the Jordan Basketball Federa- 
tion {JBF) whose officials admitted before the team left 


Amman that the players were not best prepared for the 
event in which Jordan last took part in 1995 with the 
junior team and came in 13th. 

“We would have wanted the team to be better prepared 
in order to improve our standing among Asian teams. 
However, many reasons prevented more serious train- 
ing.” noted JBF member Sa’eed Shuqum. 

Following the team’s disappointing sixth place finish at 
the Pan- Arab Games, a series of setbacks hampered seri- 
ous preparation mainly the lack of funding which hin- 
dered having a training camp abroad of hosting teams in 
Amman for training matches. 

The federation was, seriously contemplating withdraw- 
ing from participation in Riyadh fcut later dropped the 
option as that would entail a $10,000 penalty by the 
ABC. 

The JBF had earlier in the year cancelled the women’s 
participation in the Asian Championship in Bangkok. 

The JBF had to appeal to the Ministry of Culture and 
Youth to secure funding and the team settled for two 
friendly matches in Lebanon with the sponsorship of 
Aramex. 

The national team has been training under new coach 
Imad AJ Saeed after the JBF relieved the Ukrainian 
coach of his duties following the team’s disappointing 
results at the Pan-Arab Games in Beirut 

Following the departure of many players like Zeid 
Alkhas, Mahmoud Sha’ban, Marwan Saeedi and Naser 
Bass am. the JBF named Husam Lutfi, Ma’an Odeh. 
Yousef Abu Bakr, Naser Alawneb, Ala’ Bilbeisi. Faisal 
Nsour, Fadi Saqqa, Ramez Hammoudeh, Mohammad 
Shamali, Ayman Du’eys, Ashraf Samara and Jan 
Sahlieh. 

Top veteran players like Hilal Baraka t Naser Busbnaq, 
Marwan Ma’touq and Yousef Zaghloul are missing the 
lineup. 

The national team’s best performance was a gold 
medal win at the 1985 Pan- Arab Games in Morocco. On 
the Asian level, the under- IS team won the bronze medal 
at the 1995 Asian Junior Championship enabling the 
team to become the first Jordanian team to qualify to a 
World Championship. 


titft rise* 


‘McAteer 
is not 
for sale’ 


LIVERPOOL (AFP) — Liv- 
erpool boss Roy Evans 
issued an emphatic hands- 
off warning on Saturday 
after reports Linking unset- 
tled Jason McAreer with a 
move to Premiership rivals 
Newcastle. 

McAteer has admitted to 
being unhappy after losing 
his first team place to Rob 
Jones, but Evans has told the 
Republic of Ireland wing- 
back to fight for his place. 

Tottenham were die first 
club linked with the former 
Bolton player but now 
Kenny Dalglish is reported 
to be interested. 

Evans, though, insists that 
McAteer is staying at 
Anfield. fuming: “Jason is 
not for sale. People are try- 
ing to make mischief with 
these stories, but he is stay- 
ing here. 

"He was a regular in our 
team tor two years and he is 
still a very important mem- 
ber of our squad. 

"Neither I or anyone else 
has said that Jason can go if 
we get a replacement. We are 
not looking to replace him 
because wc are not looking 
to sell him. 

“I appreciate the difficul- 
ties he has in not being in the 
team but Jason is determined 
to fight for his place." 

McAteer himself said last 
week he might have to move 
on as he would struggle to 
keep his international place 
if he was not in the first 
team. 


Bayern hit the front after 3-0 win 


BONN (AFP) — Bayern Munich moved 
to the top of the German Bundesliga on 
Saturday, hammering Hertha Berlin 3-0 
in the Olympic stadium as early paceset- 
ters Kaiserslautern were without a game. 

With Kaiserslautern facing Sturtgart 
on Sunday, Bayern took their chance, 
cruising past winless Hertha, who are 
stranded at the bottom of the table, with 
goals from Brazilian Giovane Elber, 
Carsten Jancker and Thomas Strunz. 

European club champions Borussia 
Dortmund, fourth at start of play, were 
meanwhile held 2-2 at home by sixth- 
placed Karlsruhe. 

Karlsruhe skipper Thomas Haessler, 
who showed his free-kick prowess again 
in Germany’s midweek World Cup win 
over Armenia, saved a point with a goal 
nine minutes from time. 

Gilewicz put the visitors ahead on 25 
minutes before Heiko Herrlich and 
Siephane Chapuisat turned things 
around before Haessler’s late imerven- 


Dortmund struggled throughout to find 
their usual fluency as they were missing 
international trio Matthias Sammer, 
Andreas Moller and Stefan Reuter. 

UEFA Cup holders Schalke, third at 
stan of play, stuttered to an unimpres- 
sive goalless draw at promoted Wolfs- 
burg. 

Elsewhere, former German interna- 
tional midfielder Stefan Effenberg was 
on target as Borussia Moenchenglad- 
bach came from behind to beat VfL 
Bochum 2-1. 

On Friday, struggling Hamburg 
claimed a morale-boosting 2-1 home 
win against Cologne, Bosnian striker 
Hasan Salihamidzic grabbing a first half 
brace. 


THE AL HUSSEIN SOCIETY FOR THE REHABILITATION 
OF THE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED 

Wishes to express its gratitude to the 

MARRIOTT HOTEL 

for sponsoring and organising the 
12th Annual Charity Train Ride to Dabha Castle 
last Thursday, the 1 1th of September. Without the enthusiasm and 
complete commitment of the Marriott staff from top to bottom, the 
"desert soiree 11 would not have been such a huge success. 

From the Board and the students of the Al Hussein Society, a 
heart-felt thanks to all of you. 

We also extend our most sincere thanks to JETT bus company for 
so generously offering the transportation to the railway station as 
well as the return trip from Dabha and to the numerous other 
sponsors of the event. 


Jordan Times, Sunday, September 14, 1997 


Havelange meets Prince Abdullah, 
concludes visit to Jordan 


By Tartq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The president 
of the International Football 
Federation Joao Havelange 
left Jordan Saturday follow- 
ing a short visit to die King- 
dom where be held talks 
with soccer officials on 
mutual cooperation. 

Mr. Havelange, who 
arrived here from Beirut, 
was received upon his 
arrival by His Royal High- 
ness Prince Abdullah, presi- 
dent of Jordan Football 
Association (JFA) and other 
Jordanian soccer officials. 

Prince Abdullah presented 
a distinguished medal to the 
world’s top soccer official 
for the “services be extend- 
ed to world soccer," JFA 
Vice President Saleh Irshei- 
dat told the Jordan Times. 

Dr. Irsheidat said that dur- 
ing the meeting between 
FIFA and JFA officials, the 
two sides discussed the 
prospects of finan cial and 
technical assistance from 
FIFA to Jordanian soccer 
including the establishment 
of additional sports installa- 
tions in the country. 

He said that among the 
proposals the JFA presented 
to die FIFA official were 
building a “fiitsal hall,*’ 
training facilities, natural 
grass stadiums and develop- 
ing programmes for the 
youth, Olympic and nation- 
al teams. 

Dr. Irsheidat said that 
other proposals included 
granting assistance to the 
Kingdom through training 
programmes for coaches. 

Mr. Havelange told a press 
conference that FIFA and 
the JFA decided to nominate 
a list of Jordanian coaches 
and other sports technicians 
to be sent to Europe and 
developed countries for 
training courses. 

He expressed FIFA’s will- 
ingness io extend medical, 
administrative and technical 
assistance to the JFA. 

Mr. Havelange, who left 
for Saudi Arabia, congratu- 
lated Jordan for winning the 
gold medal in the Pan-Arab 
Games, which was held in 
Lebanon last July. 

The Brazilian national, the 
world’s top soccer official, 
who was accompanied by 
senior FIFA officials during 
his short visit to Jordan, 
told reporters that soccer 
has witnessed great 
progress in the past two 



HRH Prince Abdallah, president of the Jordan Football Association receives FIFA 
president Joao Havelange upon his arrival to Amman (photo by Yousef Allan) 



Jordan Football Association Vice-President Saleh Irsheidat hands Joao Havelange a 
commorative shield of the JFA (photo by Yousef Allan) 


decades. 

Mr. Havelange added that 
he was planning to visit the 
Palestinian self rule areas to 
discuss possible FIFA 
assistance to the Palestinian 
Soccer Federation, but said 
he could not cross into the 
Palestinian territories “due 
to political reasons.” 

He added a meeting will 
be held on Sept. 19 with 
Palestinian soccer officials 
in Cairo to discuss future 
cooperation with FIFA. 

Mr. Havelange said that 
the 24-member FIFA Exec- 
utive Council held their 
meeting in Cairo prior to the 
inauguration of the U-I7 
WorFd Cup currently under- 
way in the Egyptian capital. 

He emphasised that the 
success of Egypt and Oman 


in qualifying to the quarter- 
finals of the U-17 World 
Cup represents a "push for- 
ward to the Arab soccer” 
adding that the two teams 
had displayed “unique 
skills and a high standard in 
their matches” during the 
tournament. 

Commenting on recent 
reports that the Argentinean 
socceT player Diego 
Maradona’s drug test 
proved that the soccer star 
had allegedly used cocaine, 
Mr. Havelange said the 
issue “concerns the Argen- 
tine Soccer Federation." 


However, he said, that he 
feels sad for this news 
which come for the third 
time in Maradona's career. 

“It is a source of sorrow to 
hear these reports and the 
suffering of Maradona,” Mr. 
Havelange said, noting that 
FIFA will not interfere in 
this problem. 

During his short visit to 
Jordan. Mr. Havelange was 
accompanied by FIFA vice- 
presidents Issa Hayatou and 
Jack Warner, FIFA Execu- 
tive Committee members 
Abdullah Al Dabal and 
Mohammed Bin Hammani. 


A multinational company in Egypt 
wishes to recruit an experienced 

FINANCE MANAGER 

The Finance Manager will report to the General Manager on all 
functions of accounts department His primary responsibilities will 
include the supervision and overall management of the accounts 
department preparation and presentation of financial reports to 
corporate management administration of payroll management of 
company's bank accounts and funds, and general administration. 

This is an important managerial position and candidates must 
have at least 5-10 years experience at a similar level with a 
multinational company. Candidates must have a sound academic 
background including a CPA certificate. 

Candidates with exce llen t trade record, leadership skills, strong 
analytical and intellectual personality may send their CYs before 
September 20, 1997 to: 

The Finance Manager 
P.O.Box 6-1022 
Dubai, UAE 


Nigel Walker Dix 
Born 12.09.1947 

You did not think moving to Amman 
would keep your 50th birthday quiet!! 
With love the Hawley’s in Cyprus 
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WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR STYLE OF LIFE 
Don't Forget to Change Your Shoes 
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Step into the world qf S afetyI 


■ J Extra wide shoes to contain toes freely. 

■* Extra deep shoes to avoid irritation and stress by 
containing suitable removable socks and insoles. 

*» Multilayered special & natural materials to protea 
from shocks and pressure and to provide air 
circulation & odorless atmosphere. 

j No seems, rough surfaces or wrinkled lining inside 
the shoes to eliminate any possibilities of friction. 
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Millions mourn ‘Saint of the Gutters’ as she is laid to rest 
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(Continued from page 1) 


thousands who lined the 
route to the stadium could 
not be held back. 

Less than half-way 
through the journey to 
Netaji Stadium, protocol 
broke down and the 
crowds surged onto tree- 
lined Jawaharlal Nehru 
Road, and ran alongside 
the coffin. 

Jo an unprecedented trib- 
ute by her adopted home- 
land. the coffin was carried 
on the same gun carriage 
that bore the body of slain 
Indian independence hero 
Mahatma Gandhi, and 
flags flew half-mast 
throughout the nation. 

Thousands of children 
were among the Hindus, 
Muslims, Jains, Christians 
and Sikhs who lined the 
funeral cortege route. They 
threw flowers and held up 
photographs, many of 
them cut out of newspa- 


pers. 

Monsoon rains which 
had held off for the first 
part of the funeral, 
drenched the crowds wait- 
ing outside the indoor sta- 
dium, but failed to drive 
them off the streets for the 
last rain-soaked voyage to 
the Mother House. 

Rumki Biswas, a Hindu, 
one of the scores who 
managed to break through, 
said she touched Mother 
Teresa’s face before i she 
was pushed away by sol- 
diers. 

“I couldn’t pay my 
regards during the last 
week. I came all the way 


from Pondicherry [in the 
south]. She is the greatest 
soul of our period.” 

A procession of royalty 
and heads of state briefly 
reclaimed her from the 
people, filing one by one 
to pay tribute in the almost 
three-hour ceremony. 

Among them were Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and 
Queen Fabiola of Bel- 
gium, U.S. first lady 
Hillary Clinton, Italy’s 
President Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro, the Duchess of 
Kent representing Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth 0, 
Ghanaian President Jerry 
Rawlings and Bernadette 
Chirac, wife of French 
President Jacques Chirac. 

Mother Teresa’s succes- 
sor Sister Nirmala, who 
took over as Superior- 
General in March, said the 
order would follow in her 
footsteps. 

“Here in Calcutta as well 
as in all parts of the world, 
she must be looking at us 
from heaven and smiling.” 
Sister Nirmala said. 

“Thank God for the joy 
she brought for Calcutta, 
especially the poor and the 
downtrodden,” said Henry 
D’ Souza, Archbishop of 
Calcutta. 

But many ordinary peo- 
ple complained that they 
had been excluded. 

“The people closest to 
her are not being allowed 
to take part. I don’t know 
who this Hillary Clinton 
is,” said Anugrah Tiwari. a 
42-year-old blind beggar 
from the industrial town 
Durgapur about 200 kilo- 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor and Belgium's Queen 
Fabiola attend the state funeral service for Mother 
Teresa Saturday (Reuters photo) 


A crowd watch from a rooftop Saturday a Guard of 
Honour canying Mother Teresa's boidy to the 
Missionaries of Charity (AFP photo) 


Cardinal Angelo Sodano of the Vatican, sprinkles 
holy water on Mother Teresa's body during the state 
funeral ceremony (Reuters photo) 


An honour guard line as the body of Mother Teresa 
is carried into the entrance of the Mother House, for 
a private burial Saturday (Reuters photo) 


metres from Calcutta. The 
Missionaries of Charity, 
■the order she founded in 
1950, had asked for half of 
the 12,000 seats in the 
Netaji Stadium where a 


mass was held for Mother 
Teresa on Saturday to be - 
reserved for the people she 
championed. 

But volunteer helpers in 
the stadium said the num- 


ber was far less. 

“Deepa Gupta and Neba 
Jain, two high school stu- 
dent volunteers, said: “We 
saw very few poor people. 
There should have been 


more. 

As the sun set. and life 
began returning to normal 
in the streets of Calcutta. 
Hillary Clinton slipped 
into .one of Mother 


Teresa’s orphanages and 
then into the Mother 
House where she prayed 
“with deep sadness” near 
the tomb with the nuns. 

She emerged clutching 


the tiny metal cross that 
Mother Teresa's nuns wear 
as an identifying badge on 
their saris, saying the 
Nobel .Peace laureate's 
work must be continued. 
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Palestinian medical supplies 
running down fast — PNA 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) said 
Saturday it Had used up 
over half its supply of med- 
icines and faces difficulties 
buying more due to JsraeU 
sanctions on self-rule areas 
after a string of bombings. 

“We have consumed 55 
per cent of our strategic 
supplies of medications, 
which in total is sufficient 
for 90 days,” said Health 
Minister Riyadh Zaanun, 
the official Palestinian 
news agency WAFA report- 
ed. 

“We face a number of 
problems in terms of sup- 
plying medicines. One is 
that we do not have enough 
money to buy new ones 
and we are already three 


months behind in paying 
bills to medical compa- 
nies,” Mr. Zaanun said. 

‘There is also difficulty 
in distributing medicines 
because of the Israeli clo- 
sure,” he said. 

Israel has refused to hand 
over some $95 million in 
tax money it collected for 
the PNA as part of a series 
of sanctions imposed after 
the Jerusalem bombing in 
July. 

It also imposed a ban on 
Palestinians entering Israel. 
After a second bombing on 
Sept. 4 it reimposed an 
internal closure inside the 
West Bank which prevents 
movement between its 
towns and villages. 

“The Israeli army today 
prevented a shipment of 


medicines from reaching 
the towns of Nablus, Jenin 
and Tulkarem [in the north- 
ern West Bank], and they 
had to be returned to the 
storehouse in Raraallah,” 
Mr. Zaanun said. 

He said that due to Israeli 
withholding of funds to the 
PNA, it had been unable to 
pay bills for oxygen sup-* 
plies, medicines, ambu- 
lance costs and X-ray 
equipment 

But the army insists it has 
given orders for medicines 
and emergency cases to be 
allowed through its check- 
points in the West Bank. 

Israel said the sanctions 
are aimed at forcing the 
PNA to crack down on 
Islamic militants to con- 
duct the bomb attacks. 


Algerian Islamist detained in 
U.S. requests political asylum 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
An Algerian Islamist leader 
detained in the United Stales 
has asked the UJSf. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
for political prisoner status 
and to be given asylum, his 
lawyer told AFP Friday. 

Anouar Haddam — who 
has been in jail in Virginia 
since December last year 
when an application for polit- 
ical asylum in the United 
States was turned down — 
made the request in a letter to 
the UNHCR, lawyer Malea 
Kiblan said 

“I call on the UNHCR. to 
help me obtain from the U.S. 
government the status of 
political prisoner to eliminate 
this appearance of criminality 
and therefore to be able to 
find a third and safe country 
for asylum,” Mr. Haddam 
wrote. 

Mr. Haddam — whose 
lawyer says he could still get 
political asylum in the United 


States on appeal — also 
requested asylum for his wife 
and four children of whom 
three are “U.S. bom citizens.” 

“My life is in continuous 
danger because of my deten- 
tion with convicted crimi- 
nals," he wrote, adding T was 
denied my rights to a reli- 
gious diet as well as to have 
access to my own books.” 

Mr. Haddam was “admin- 
istratively detained his situa- 
tion has not changed still in 
proceedings before an immi- 
gration judge who will decide 
weather he should be 
removed from the U.S. and if 
so where he will be removed 
to,” said U.S. Immigration 
Agency spokesman Russ 
Bergeron. 

Mr. Haddam is one of the 
leaders of the banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) in his 
homeland and says he is the 
head of its parliamentary del- 
egation overseas. 

The FIS was outlawed in 


Algeria in 1992. shortly after 
the military-backed regime 
cancelled the second round of 
elections the Islamic party 
was almost certain to win. 

The country has since been 
plunged into a bloody civil 
war between Muslim extrem- 
ists and the hardline authori- 
ties. 

Mr.. Haddam used to be 
considered a radical in the 
FIS, and close to the Armed 
Islamic Group (GL\), 
Algeria’s most extreme 
Islamic movement which is 
blamed for much of the recent 
bloodshed in the country. 

But he has recently put 
some distance between him- 
self and the GIA after the 
movement killed two high- 
ranking Muslim officials to 
whom Mr. Haddam was 
close. 

Algiers, which says Mr. 
Haddam is a terrorist, has 
often protested his presence 
in the United States. 


NASA sets date for visit to Mir 


CAPE CANAVERAL (R) 
— The space shuttle 
Atlantis is scheduled to 
blast off on a mission to 
Mir on Sept. 25 to pick up 
NASA astronaut Michael 
Foale and drop off his 
replacement, the U.S. 
apace agency said Friday. 

NASA managers, meet- 
ing at the Kennedy Space 
Centre in Florida, unani- 
mously cleared the shuttle 
for laurich, space agency 
spokesman Bruce 


Buckingham said. 

Atlantis was to blastoff at 
02:34 GMT on Sept. 26 
and linkup with the trou- 
bled Russian space station 
two days -later. 

Atlantis will collect 
British-bom astronaut 
Michael Foale and drop off 
his replacement David 
Wolf for a four-month stay. 
The shuttle will also deliv- 
er about 3. 1 75-kiJogramme 
of supplies and repair gear 
to the orbiting outpost. 


The shuttle's crew of 
seven includes Russian 
cosmonaut Vladimir Titov 
and veteran French astro- 
naut Jean-Loup Chretien. 

Titov and American 
astronaut Scott Parazynski 
will make a space walk 
from Atlantis to retrieve 
some U.S. experiments 
from the exterior of Mir. It 
will be the first time a non- 
American has made a 
spacewalk from the shuttle. 


Iran 
releases 
U.S. 
national 
from jail 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has 
released a U.S. national 
arrested earlier this year for 
illegally entering the country, 
the official Iranian news 
agency IRNA reported 
Saturday. 

Joseph Morris had been 
sentenced to two years in 
prison, IRNA said, citing 
judicial officials, adding that 
be is soon to be deported. 

Tehran announced in June 
that an American had been 
arrested several months 
before but it did not reveal 
his identity or the dale or 
place he was arrested 

A U.S. judicial source said 
at the time that the arrested 
man was an African- 
American Muslim who had 
entered Iran through the 
Pakistani border. 

Saturday's statement was 
also the first indication that 
the man had been sentenced 

Tehran and Washington 
broke diplomatic ties after 
the 1979 Islamic revolution 
which toppled the pro- 
American shah, and the two 
countries have been at odds 
ever since. 

The’ U.S. represented in 
Tehran by ; the Swiss 
embassy, routinely advises 
its nationals to avoid travel in 
Iran. 

The U.S. State Department 
had urged the Swiss mission 
to help secure his release and 
Iran said in June it had 
allowed Morris to meet 
Swiss diplomats. 

The authorities here said at 
the time that the black 
Muslim was the only 
American held in the Islamic 
Republic, although the U.S. 
State Department believes 
several U.S. citizens, mostly 
with dual nationality, are 
detained here. 

In 1992, Iran said it had 
arrested a U.S. national, 
Milton Meyer, on spying 
charges. The American, 
whose fate is unknown, was 
accused of having contacts 
with foreign agents and of 
engaging in illegal business 
in Iran. Since the 1979 
Islamic revolution. Iran and 
the U.S. have remained at 
daggers drawn and have 
waged a fierce war of words. 
The new government of 
President Mohammad 
Khatami has pledged to help 
ease tension with other coun- 
tries and rhetoric against the 
U.S. the “Great Satan,” has 
toned down. 


Bosnian polls held amid boycotts, reports J'r. ; 
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Combined agency 
dispatches 

BOSNIA’S CROATS. 
Muslims and Serbs cast 
their ballots Saturday in 
strongly contested munici- 
pal elections marked by 
boycotts arid fraud inci- 
dents but devoid of the 
major violence feared by 
international officials. 

‘This is a very happy 
day for democracy and a 
good step forward for the 
country,” said Bosnia’s 
High Representative 
Carlos Westemdorp, in 
charge of implementing 
civilian aspects of the 
1995 Dayton peace 
accords that ended the 43- 
month war. 

David Foley, spokesman 
for the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE), which 
organised the elections, 
said that despite technical 
and procedural problems, 
the two-day polls were 
overall going according to 
plan. 

“In short, things are 
going even better than we 
ever dared to hope and 
with our fingers crossed, 
we will hope that that sort 
of environment continues 
until the polls close at 7:00 
p.m. tomorrow evening.” 
The polls, however, got 
off to a shaky start in the 
divided southern town of 
Mostar, where most 
polling stations in the 
Muslim part of the- city 
remained, shut for much of 
trie day because of squab- 
bling over a central zone. 

An explosion rocked the 
.capital Sarajevo only 
hours before polling sta- 
tions opened across the 
country at 7 a.m., under- 
scoring tensions surround- 
ing the vote. 

The blast shattered win- 
dows in the offices of 
Bosnia’s main Croat polit- 
ical party, the nationalist 
Croatian Democratic 
Union (HDZ), in the city 
centre. There were no 
injuries. 

International police 
reported two other explo- 
sions overnight A grenade 
was fired at a house in the 
Travnik area in the 
Muslim-Croat federation 
and a bomb detonated near 
a polling station in the 
central Doboj region. 

Western governments 
sponsoring the Bosnian 
peace agreement have 
spent millions of dollars 
and months of planning on 
the complex elections 
which are seen as crucial 
to keeping the troubled 



peace process alive. 

But by late afternoon 
Robert Fiowick, head of 
the OSCE mission in 
Bosnia, said the Muslim 
officials had lifted their 
boycott after the Croats 
agreed to amendments on 
the- reunification of the 
city. 

Meanwhile, in the key 
northern town of Brcko, 
which is under Serb con- 
trol, the OSCE shut down 
a polling station after an 
apparent attempt at vote- 
rigging. 

Mr. Frowick said that 
refugees at the station who 
should have been casting 
their vote for other parts of 
Bosnia were reportedly 
being given ballot papers 
for Brcko instead. 

“I am appealing to local 
authorities that when we 
reopen that station tomor- 
row, that people will do 
what is right and play by 
the rules,” Mr. Frowick 
said, adding that local 
authorities “had better be 
careful” as the city was 
still under arbitration. 

There were also reports 
of voters being harassed 
by Serb police in one 
region and buses trans- 
porting refugee voters 
stoned south of Mostar. 

In addition, four polling 
stations did not open in 
Zepce, a central region 
controlled by the national- 
ist Bosnian Croat HDZ 
party. 

Mr. Foley said local 
Croat staff supposed to 
man these stations did not 


turn up and had the keys. 

Croat officials were also 
accused of trying to scuttle 
the vote in the western 
town of Drvar where they 
claimed language was pos- 
ing a problem with voters. 

“They are claiming that 
they can’t read Cyrillic 
and that [Serb] voters 
can’t read Latinic 
[Roman] script.” Foley 
said. 

The elections will deter- 
mine the ethnic and politi- 
cal make-up of local gov- 
ernment in 136 municipal- 
ities divided almost equal- 
ly between the Serb 
Statelet and the Muslim- 
Croat federation that make 
up Bosnia. 

They are considered a 
crucial step in the Bosnia 
peace process as they 
should pave the way for 
hundreds of thousands of 
refugees to return to their 
former homes. 

The elections rules allow 
refugees to vote in their 
former hometown or in 
their new place of resi- 
dence, either in person or 
by absentee ballot. The 
outcome of the vote is 
keenly awaited as it will 
determine who will rule in 
key areas currently domi- 
nated by those who 
usurped power during the 
war. 

Of the 2.5 million people 
registered to voie in what 
are billed the most com- 
plex elections in history, 
some 35,000 are expected 
to cross the boundary lines 
marking the division 


between the Muslim-Croat 
federation and the Serb 
entity. 

“I want to see my home 
again," said Suhra Malic, a 
refugee from the eastern 
town of Srebrenica, over- 
run by the Serbs in July 
1995. 

“This is not my home, 
this is not my land, this is 
not my sky.” 

Several Serbs inter- 
viewed outside a polling 
station in Dobrinja, a 
Sarajevo suburb split 
between Muslims and 
Serbs, said they hoped the 
elections would help seal 
the divisions between the 
country’s Croats, Muslims 
and Serbs. 

“It has been proven that 
we cannot live together by 
the several wars we’ve had 
with them so far,” said 
Mladen, a 41 -year-old taxi 
driver. 

The NATO-led 

Stabilisation Force 

(SFOR) deployed 36,000 
troops throughout the, 
country to ensure voters' 
security and prevent any 
outbreak of violence. 

In order to prevent any 
tampering with the ballot 
boxes, international super- 
visors are stationed at each 
of the 2,229 polling. sta- 
tions throughout the coun- 
try, and hundreds of addi- 
tional observers are moni- 
toring the polls. Of the 136 
municipalities the three 
communities are vying for, 
75 of them are in the fed- 
eration and 61 in the Sett 
entity. 
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